
 

 

 

Ferndown Middle Newsletter  

                  November 15    
Telephone: 01202 876556             

E-mail: office @fernmid.dorset.sch.uk 

Key Dates 

 

Term Dates are also available on the school website 
Key Dates 
Christmas Fair – Friday 4

th
 December 3.30pm  

Year 5 Carol Service at St Mary’s Church – Wednesday 9
th

 December 2pm – 
(letter to follow) 
Senior Citizen Party – Monday 14

th
 December 

Christmas Lunch – Wednesday 16
th

 December 
Christmas Concert – Thursday 17

th
 December 7pm – (all children involved have 

been given a letter).            
End of term – Friday 18

th
 December 2pm                        

Visitor to Year 7 

 

The English department were delighted to welcome to the school Mr Summers, a 
local resident, to talk to Year 7 pupils about his experiences as an evacuee in 
World War 2. This was in preparation for our study of the novel, ’Goodnight Mister 
Tom’ by Michelle Magorian. He also showed pupils a variety of artefacts. Here are 
some of the pupils’ comments:  
‘I found it very interesting because I didn’t know that’s what the children went 
through.’  
‘It was really good to see the objects he brought to show us, especially the gas 
mask.’  

PE News 

 
Year 6 Boys’ 

Football Teams 

 
 

Year 8 Boys’ 
Football Team 

 
 

 

Year 6 Boys East Dorset Football 7 A-side Competition at Ferndown 
Ferndown hosted the annual East Dorset 7 a-side competition and we are 
delighted to say that we had 20 boys playing across two teams in the 8 team 
competition. Having so many boys that are keen to represent the school is 
pleasing and it bodes well for our 9 a-side squad.  The boys worked hard all 
afternoon and I am delighted to announce that one side reached  and unfortunately 
lost in the final 1-0, but qualified for the Dorset County Finals.  
 
Year 8 Boys Football v Bourne Academy 
Our Year 8 boys produced a magnificent performance against Bourne Academy in 
the County Cup. We played some truly superb football and ended up winning 5-0. 
Our goals were scored by Dominic Parsons (2), Callum Wareham, Stephen Booth 
and Josh Garner. The passing was exquisite and each goal was created with 
excellent movement and accurate passing. Finally congratulations should be 
passed onto the defence who had to work hard to keep a clean sheet in windy 
conditions. Fantastic work lads – you should feel extremely proud.  
 
Poole and East Dorset Cross-Country at Canford School 
Another successful cross-country event was held at Canford School. We were 
again the highest represented school with 49 pupils and we are delighted to say 
that every one of them completed their race. Some excellent results were 
achieved: Ryan Symington finished second; Hannah Francis finished 11

th
 with the 

help of a fantastic sprint finish; Lucy Middlemiss and Barney Hayfield finished joint 
17

th
 and Ryan Meredith finished 18th. Finally there were a number of pupils 

competing for the school for the very first time and they should all feel proud of 
their achievements.  

 
 



Science News 

 

 

‘I’m a scientist get me out of here’ 
Ferndown Middle School was lucky enough to gain a place for this year’s ‘I’m a 
Scientist Get Me Out of Here’ event run by Gallomanor.  This is an online event 
where pupils get to meet and interact with real scientists in the form of an X factor-
style competition between the scientists. The pupils chatted to the scientists during 
the live chat session, where they asked questions about the scientist’s life and their 
work or about any aspect of science. The students then voted for the best scientist. 
The pupils fully engaged with this experience and asked some interesting 
questions. They were particularly thrilled when a scientist congratulated them on a 
great question.  
 
Year 4 Science Taster Sessions 
Year 4 pupils have been invited to participate in some science taster evenings at 
FMS. The pupils were able to experience using the lab and carry out some 
practical activities. The activities included investigating the properties of gas (which 
went off with a bang!), using the properties of materials to make Alien Soup and 
modelling the digestion of a banana (messy but fun). The year 4 pupils said it was 
great fun and they particularly enjoyed the explosive rocket and the process of 
digesting a banana. 

Parent Governor 
Election 

By now you should have received a letter regarding our Parent Governor Election, 
either via ParentMail or in paper format.  The role of Parent Governor is important 
to the school and more information about what this entails is attached to this 
Newsletter.  Please take time to read this and if you have any questions, contact 
Mrs Hall in the school office. 

Cycling To and 
From School 

 

With the darker evenings arriving, please ensure that your child is equipped with a 
suitable helmet and bike lights.  This is part of your agreement with the school 
when issued with a permit and children without either item will be stopped at the 
school gate and asked to make sure they have them before using their bike again.  
It is also strongly advisable to wear reflective and/or fluorescent clothing.  A 
member of the public has complained that they were unable to see one of our 
pupils recently and it is vital for their safety that they can be seen clearly. 

Staffing Update Mrs Brittain returns from maternity leave on 23rd November and will be job-sharing 
with Mrs Monro.  Miss Smith will be staying at the school for the remainder of the 
academic year. 

Children in Need 

 

Children and staff dressed in either ‘super hero’ or ‘spots’ mufti last Friday to raise 
funds for the BBC Children in Need Appeal.  Thank you to the children who 
participated, helping to raise a total of £480.  Well done! 

 



The school regularly has a vacancy for a Parent Governor.  When a vacancy arises we will hold a Parent 
Governor Election.  Every parent and carer of Ferndown Middle School pupils will receive a letter 
notifying them of the procedure.  
 

BEING A PARENT GOVERNOR 
Requirements: 
 

 Currently has a child or children in our school 

 Has an open and enquiring mind 

 Shows a willingness to listen and make informed judgements 

 Is able to work well with others 

 Is interested in education generally and our school in particular 

 Has a desire to play a part in improving our school 

 Is willing to attend approximately 5 after school meetings per term 

 Is able to attend occasional training and visits to the school during the school day (many 
employers allow time off for such activities) 

 Would like the opportunity to accompany staff and pupils on school trips 
 
If you match the above description, you could be the very person to become a parent governor.  
Everyone has something to offer and we want people from as many backgrounds and interests as 
possible. 
 

REWARD 
In return we can offer: 
 

 An insight into the wider perspective of the school through long-term planning 

 A chance to develop skills in strategic management 

 The opportunity to work with our team of governors and staff in improving our school 

 Training to develop an understanding of specific school management issues 

 The support and assistance of local and county staff 

 The chance to obtain valuable transferable skills to enhance a CV 

 A sense of achievement in making a difference to our school 

 The pleasure of seeing children learning 
 
The governing body of our school is responsible for: 
 

 Ensuring that pupils receive high quality education and that the conduct of the school reflects 
this aim 

 Working with the headteacher on the strategic planning and management of the school 

 Considering and agreeing the aims and policies of the school 

 Discussing and approving the targets for improvement 

 Appointing the staff 

 Setting and monitoring the budget 

 Monitoring the performance of the school 

 Reporting to the parents and community on how we have accomplished our tasks 



 
GOVERNORS LINK COMMUNITIES AND 
SCHOOLS 
Governors are the link between the school 
and the community and representatives of 
all those with an interest in the well-being 
and reputation of the school are needed. 
 
We are all volunteers working in our own 
time, and we are all busy people.  However 
we feel that we gain much in personal 
development as well as a feeling of 
satisfaction that we have played an 
important part in improving education in 
the local community.  There are 
opportunities to work with others on all 
aspects of strategic planning and 
management including financial oversight 
and personnel issues.  Although we deal 
with the total school finances, we employ 
staff to do the actual work on our behalf, 
just as we take an interest in the teaching 
but employ teachers to actually teach the 
pupils. 
 
TEAM WORKING 
We work together as a team.  Sometimes 
the whole governing body is involved and 
sometimes we work in smaller committees 
or working groups.  This gives us the chance 
to develop specific interests of our own as 
well as for the benefit of the whole 
governing body.  Those of us who are not 
currently employed outside our homes, find 
that being a governor provides an 
opportunity to get together with other 
adults who we may never have met in other 
circumstances, work as team members in a 
worthwhile cause and develop skills and 
expertise that we weren’t certain we had 
before joining the governing body! 

  
DIFFERENT PEOPLE 
The governing body seeks individuals from as many 
different backgrounds as possible in order to fully 
reflect the community the school serves.  Everyone 
has something to offer.  Specific training (free) is 
available to develop an understanding of school 
finance and budgeting, strategic planning, and 
personnel issues and there are staff in the Local 
Authority to support and advise individuals and the 
governing body in their responsibilities. 
 
REPRESENTING PARENTS 
As a parent governor you would be a 
representative of the parents, but you would not 
be mandated to vote on their behalf.  It may be 
useful to get the general feelings from parents on 
various issues from time to time, but in seeking to 
fill the post of parent governor, the governing body 
are looking for someone who will help them see 
the school from the widest possible viewpoint.  
Parents are vital to the work of the governing body.  
As a parent governor you will be a governor in your 
own right with the same responsibilities as 
everyone else to work together as part of the 
governing body for the good of the school. 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Governors can make a real difference to the 
performance of the school and have a real part to 
play in making the school successful.  If you are 
interested in joining us to help improve education 
for the children in this school, and would like to 
discuss this, please feel free to contact the school 
who would put you in touch with the Chair of 
Governors. 

 
 



Christmas Fair 
Ferndown Middle School 
Friday 4

th
 December 2015 

3.30-5.00pm 
 

Grand Draw 
Raffle ticket books will be sent home soon. Ticket stubs and money need to be handed into 
school by Friday 4th December. If you require more please contact the office. 
 
The FMSA needs your help. We are looking for volunteers to help at the Christmas Fair. If you 
could spare some time to help at the fair please fill in the slip below or contact the office ASAP. 
Thank you. 
 
The FMSA will also be collecting donated items and creating hampers on Friday 27th November 
2015 from 8.45am. Any helpers would be most welcome (just turn up)! 
 
We will be having a Silent Auction, Hamper Tombola, Chocolate Tombola and many other 
stalls.  
 
Children’s Cake Competition  
Please bring your cakes into the meeting room on Friday 4th December with your name and 
class clearly labelled. After the fair please come and collect your cake to take home. Prizes will 
be awarded. 
 
Mufti Day 

Please bring your donations in on Friday 27th November - Non Uniform day 
   Year 5 Chocolates 
   Year 6 Soft Toys 
  Year 7 Christmas Hamper food or toiletries 

Year 8 Bottles of wine/beer/soft drinks 
 

Please watch the ‘Best Before Dates’ (must be after 4/12/15) and toys in clean and good 
condition. 

……………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I am able to help at the FMSA Christmas Fair on 4th December 3.30-5.00pm 
 
Name……………………………..........           Tel Number………………………….. 
 
E mail contact......................................................... 
 
Child’s Name & Class……………………………………………………. 
 
Please send in your slips to the office or email the school at office@fernmid.dorset.sch.uk  
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