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Key Dates 

 

Term Dates are available on the school website 
Wednesday 9th March – E Safety Parent Session 2-3pm 
Friday 11th March – Non Uniform Day – £1 Jon Egging Trust 
Thursday 17th March  – School Disco 6 – 8pm 
Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd March – Year 8 Geology trips 
to Swanage 
Wednesday 23rd March – Ferndown’s Got Talent 7pm – details to 
follow 
Thursday 24th March – End of term 2pm finish 

Sport Relief  
Friday 18th March 

 

Sport Relief at Ferndown Middle School 
Ferndown Middle School has a long history of fundraising for 
Sport Relief and so it’s really appropriate that this year we are 
holding our Winter Games on this day.  Every pupil will be taking 
part in this event which features gymnastics, dance, cross 
country, cycling, swimming and seated volleyball to be fully 
inclusive.  This ties in perfectly with the Sport Relief run, swim, 
cycle challenge.  Please sponsor your child to take part in the 
Winter Games and all money raised will be donated to Sport 
Relief – we’re hoping to break our previous record of £540! Let 
the challenge begin! 
 

British Science Week 

 

From 11th – 20th March 2016 is a ten-day celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and maths. As part of this event FMS 
science department will be joining in live chats with a variety of 
scientists. Some pupils from Years 7 and 8 will have the 
opportunity to raise questions to scientists with different 
specialisms. The scientists will answer the questions within the 
live chat sessions and have been known to praise particularly 
interesting questions.   

Governor Update Jo Brearley - new governor   
I would like to introduce myself as a newly appointed governor of 
Ferndown Middle School.  My name is Jo Brearley and I recently 
moved to Ferndown from Cambridgeshire where I enjoyed a 
successful career as a Headteacher.  
The role of a governor carries a great deal of responsibility.  It is 
a strategic role and includes: knowing how well the pupils are 
doing; how effective the provision is and assessing how effective 
the leadership and management of the school is.  So we need to 
know the school if our accountability is going to be robust and 
the vision of the school is to be achieved.  We are not inspectors, 
so getting to know the school can be achieved by pre-arranged 
visits which have a clear focus.  Policies can be seen in practice 
and opportunities to talk with pupils, staff and parents can be 
arranged.  What a lovely way to see the students at work, 
developing as young adults and realising their dreams, and what 
a lovely way to fulfil our role!  
I have always enjoyed being involved with students’ learning and 
hope that my knowledge and skills will help to support the school 
in the furtherance of its aims.  It will be a real privilege to work 
alongside other governors and staff members and I look forward 
to meeting students and parents as I develop in my role.  



African Drums 

 

We are very fortunate to have received funding to purchase a set 
of 30 African TACO Djembe drums.  Our heartfelt thanks go to 
The John Thornton Young Achievers Foundation, Ferndown 
Town Council and Mike Downton for their generous donations.  
The drums have already been in use and the children are really 
enjoying producing some very high energy sounds. 

Travelling Book Fair 

 

Recently we have had the excitement of having the Travelling 

Book Fair in the library. Children had the opportunity to browse a 

huge selection of new books with the option to buy them for their 

own mini libraries at home. This year sales totalled £771.31, of 

which Ferndown Middle School received commission of £462.73 

to buy new fiction books for the library using the children’s 

recommendations.  Many thanks for your support with this 

annual event.   

Bovington Tank Museum 

 

On Friday the 4th on March Miss Hurst and Mr Whitton took 13 

children to the Tank Museum in Bovington. The day was 

organised by the Jon Egging trust and was full of team building 

activities! The children had the opportunity to get in a real tank, 

look around the exhibitions and see over 300 tanks! 

Jon Egging Trust This week we welcomed Des Day to speak to the children in our 
whole school assembly. Des is a Taekwondo coach and the 
managing director of a local business. Des works alongside the 
Jon Egging Trust and wants to inspire children to be the best that 
they can be. He delivered a great assembly which left the 
children feeling determined to keep going, even when things 
don't go right the first time! 
It was very inspirational and we thank Des for his time. 

Chess News 

 

Some members of the Chess Club recently took part in the 
Dorset County Junior Chess Championship and should be very 
proud of their successes. Teo was especially brilliant and won 
the Under 12's Shield which was presented to him by the 
organiser, Eric Sachs. The Chess Club meets every Wednesday 
after school and new members are always welcome, whether to 
learn the game with Mrs Cooper or to try to beat our cunning 
experienced players!  

Staffing Update 

 

Mrs McKinley will be starting her maternity leave at the end of 
this term.  She is hoping to return in January 2017.  Miss 
Pellington and Mr Graham will be covering her teaching 
commitment. 
I am delighted to announce that Mrs Sykes and Mr Lawford have 
been promoted to Assistant Headteacher positions here at 
Ferndown Middle School.  Mr Lawford will be combining this with 
his Subject Leader of Mathematics role.  They will be taking up 
these posts from September.  Congratulations to them both. 



FMSA Disco 

 

Thursday 17th March 6pm - 8pm; open to FMS students only.  
Tickets cost £3 (£1.50 for children on free school meals) and 
include a hot dog, chocolate biscuit and unlimited drinks. Glow 
sticks will be for sale on the night. 
Tickets go on sale from Mon 14th March at break times in the 
hall. 

Year 8 Theatre Production 
  

On Wednesday 16th March, Year 8 pupils will be seeing a 
theatre production called ‘Chelsea's Choice’; ParentMail 
messages have gone out to parents with further information. 

Sports News 

 
Year 5 Football Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 6 Football Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Football - Year 5 boys had their first football competition and 
they matched their excitement levels with some fantastic 
performances. We had 21 boys playing so we had the orange 
and red teams participating against Lockyer’s, Cranborne, St 
Michael’s, Emmanuel and Allenbourn. Both teams scored many 
goals and victories for an excellent afternoon’s competition. I am 
delighted to say the red team finished 2nd and the orange team 
finished 3rd. This bodes well for future matches with such a 
strong squad. Well played lads, you really should be proud of 
your first experience of representing FMS! 
 
The Year 6 boys produced, in my opinion, their best performance 
of the season when they defeated Talbot Primary in the Dorset 
Schools Football semi-final. We went into a 2-0 lead through 
Harry and Kristian and produced some superb football. The boys 
had to dig deep to hold on as they conceded a late goal but 
managed to win 2-1. Excellent work lads and let’s look forward to 
the final. 
The Year 6 Boys entered the AFC Bournemouth 6-aside Schools 
Cup, where the winner gets to represent AFC Bournemouth at 
Goodison Park in the Premier League Schools Cup. We had an 
excellent day where we won three matches; particularly our 
semi-final was impressive winning 3-0. We unfortunately lost in 
the final 1-0 to Christchurch Primary after extra time; a fantastic 
effort! 
 
Our Year 8 boys kept up their winning ways by beating 
Broadstone 8-4 in their PEDSSA quarter final; Dominic scored an 
amazing 5 goals to help us become victorious.  
Our Year 7 Girls won 1, drew 3 and lost 2 in the 7 aside 
competition kindly hosted by Bournemouth School for Girls. We 
worked hard in cold conditions and performed admirably. 
The Year 8 Girls produced a confident display beating Lockyer’s 
3-0 with goals from Olivia (2) and Jamie-Lee. It was really 
pleasing to see the girls dominate for large periods of the game 
and create numerous opportunities to score. 
In extremely cold conditions our girls played admirably in their 7 
matches. We won 1, drew 4 and lost 2. It was pleasing to see the 
girls pass and control the ball and attack with pace and vigour 
under such difficult circumstances. I am sure another day those 
draws would have been victories. 
 
Netball - The Years 5 & 6 Team entered their first PEDSSA 
Championships at Allenbourn and managed to get one victory in 
very cold and windy conditions - excellent work. 

Congratulations to our Year 7 netball team who finished runners 
up in their league. Having been unbeaten all season, they 
narrowly lost to Cranborne in their final game, leaving them a 
close second overall. It really has been a successful season for 
the girls, who were playing league netball for the first time. A 
special mention must go to Francesca who stepped in at very 



 
 

Year 8 Netball Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Indoor Cricket Team 

short notice and played superbly in a new position. A huge well 
done also to Stephanie who represented the school in her first 
netball match.  Congratulations to all the girls who have 
represented the team during this campaign. 

Our Year 8 netball team continued their incredible unbeaten 
league run. They began with a convincing 8-1 victory against St 
Edwards before going on to beat Allenbourn 8-2. As always, it 
was a real team performance, with each and every player 
working tirelessly to ensure we dominated each of the games. A 
special mention must go to Emily who competed in her first 
netball match for FMS, well done Emily, a fantastic debut! 
 
Girls Indoor Cricket 
Our Year 5 & 6 Girls had a great afternoon at Lockyer’s, where 
we finished runners-up. Excellent work girls and remember 
cricket club is on after school on Mondays for those that want 
extra training. 
We entered two teams into the indoor county preliminary 
competition kindly hosted by Ferndown Upper School.  We 
played against Parkfield School and one of our teams was 
victorious and we qualified for the county finals. Some great 
batting resulted in Abbie (who also was outstanding as wicket 
keeper), Tegan, Molly, Faye and Danni retiring.  Tilly was superb 
batting right to the end and our girls performed to a high 
standard.  Excellent work girls! 

Orienteering - we had the privilege of welcoming local 
Orienteering coach Jason Falconer to Ferndown Middle. Jason is 
a member and coach at Wessex Orienteering Club and comes 
with a wealth of experience. Having produced an official map of 
the site prior to his visit, Jason set out 20 controls around the 
school to enable students to enjoy taster sessions throughout the 
course of the day. The students that took part thoroughly enjoyed 
taking on the challenging course, which required them to 
combine their map reading and running skills. It was an 
extremely positive day.  

Any students wishing to find out about local Orienteering events 
or how to find a club should ask the PE department for a flyer. 

 

 


