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Key Dates 

 

Term Dates are available on the school website 
Monday 2

nd
 May                                     Bank Holiday Monday 

Monday 9
th
 May                                       Year 6 SATs Week 

Monday 23rd May – Friday 27th May      Project Week 
Monday 30

th
 May – Friday 3

rd
 June      Half Term 

Monday 6th June                                   Staff Training Day 

Work Experience Students This week in school we are delighted to welcome 7 pupils from 
Ferndown Upper School for their work experience. The students 
will be in PE, Art/DT and Science so your child may see them in 
their class. This is an important part of learning for these 
students and I am confident that they will have a successful 
week. 

Staffing 

 

I am delighted to inform you that Mrs McKinley has given birth to 
a baby boy and both are doing well. 
To remind you that Mr Graham and Mrs Pellington are covering 
Mrs McKinley's teaching commitments and Mrs Baynham and 
Miss White Young are covering the year leaders’ role. 

FMSA 

 

The Parent Teacher Association really needs parents to help. 
This is an important part of fund-raising for the school and the 
numbers are very low. The commitment involves a couple of 
meetings a term and generally one fund raising event a term. 
Please help us to keep this group alive. The next meeting will be 
on Monday 9th May at 12.20pm. 
Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

Year 8 Fire Prevention Day 

 

 

With the support of the Fire Service and the Urban Heath 
Partnership the Year 8 pupils have been shown the 
consequences of heath fires. The children have discussed the 
impact heathland fires have on the wildlife, the local residents 
and the person who set the fire. The pupils visited the heath, 
toured a fire engine and got to dress up as firefighters!  
The pupils were then taught about fire safety in the home; 
including the importance of not over loading electrical sockets 
and the use of naked flames. Pupils were asked to think about 
making an escape plan for their home and agreeing a family 
meeting point in the event of a fire at home. This could save a life 
and would be a valuable task to discuss at home.  
Our thanks go to all the agencies that helped make this day such 
a success.  

UNICEF Talk 
 

 

A group of pupils travelled to West Moors Middle 
School and were captivated by an inspirational talk given by 
former bodyguard to Nelson Mandela and UNICEF 
ambassador, Chris Lubbe. Chris Lubbe was a black child 
growing up in South Africa during Apartheid. He told the children 
about his life as a child; the life changing experience when he 
realised that blacks and whites were not equal and his 
determination to bring about a change for the people in South 
Africa.  
His moving account kept the children engaged and the questions 
asked by the children demonstrated how moved they were by the 
experience. Our thanks go to West Moors Middle School for 
hosting such a thought-provoking event.  Please visit the school 
website for a pupil’s account of the visit: 
http://www.fernmid.dorset.sch.uk/news/news-details/?id=88 



Uniform A reminder that all pupils are expected to be wearing the school 
uniform I have attached a sheet with photos of the expected 
shirts, trousers and shoes that should be worn. Individual letters 
will be sent to parents where the uniform is incorrect. Thank you 
for your support in this matter. 

            Day for Change  

 

We are pleased to be supporting the UNICEF Day for Change 
2016. The idea is that we collect as much loose change as 
possible over the next few weeks to support children around the 
world who do not have everyday essentials, are in danger or 
face the prospect of being homeless. We are encouraging our 
pupils to put any loose change that they feel able to give in the 
collection boxes by the tills at lunchtimes. It would be great to 
see how much money we can raise and make a change with our 
change! Please take a look at the UNICEF 
website: http://www.unicef.org.uk/fundraise/fundraise-in-your-
community/at-school/day-for-change/  

Geology Trip 

 
 

To support the learning in our Rocks and Restless Earth topics, 
the science department arranged day trips for all of year 8 to visit 
and study parts of the Jurassic Coast.  These trips took place in 
March.  
The first part of our day was spent at Leeson House activity 
centre where students took part in a Geology workshop and built 
a timeline showing the story of the Earth.  After lunch we then 
moved to Swanage where we took a short walk looking at rock 
formations and then created a model coastline on the beach 
using materials from along the shoreline.   
The pupils learnt all about the rocks and fossils of Purbeck and 
the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site, whilst getting their hands 
on ammonites, ichthyosaurs, fools' gold and fossilised dinosaur 
poo!  Thank you to the FMSA for their contribution towards the 
funding of these trips. 
B Kiernan, Science Co-ordinator 

History Topics This Term 
 

 

Year 5 – are studying Ancient Greece and are looking forward to 
feasts, drama and Olympic sports. So start thinking about those 
historical costumes! 
Year 6 – will be beginning the new topic of Transport across the 
Ages after half term. From the early wheel to space travel 
beyond our solar system, they will be investigating the changes 
to the way we travel around. 
Year 7 – are studying British History, 1500 to 1750. In particular, 
they will be exploring the various changes within this era, such 
as religious changes in the Reformation, and the roles of King 
and Parliament in the English Civil War. 
Year 8 – are beginning the brand new topic, “Movement of 
Peoples” which explores migration and emigration across the 
ages. It should prove extremely interesting as it will link with 
current affairs, showing just how relevant the past can be to us 
right now. 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/fundraise/fundraise-in-your-community/at-school/day-for-change/
http://www.unicef.org.uk/fundraise/fundraise-in-your-community/at-school/day-for-change/


Sports News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 netball team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Sports Day 
It is with pleasure to report back the details for our second Winter 
Sports Day. We hosted events in seated volleyball, dance, 
gymnastics, cycling, cross-country and a swimming gala 
squeezed in for good measure. The pupils were a credit to their 
class and put in 100% effort in their chosen event. The pupils 
that were outside deserved a special mention as they battled 
cold temperatures to participate. All pupils should be proud 
because it is just brilliant that we host two sports day throughout 
the year and thank you for all the money that was donated in aid 
of Sport Relief. Finally our Year 8 Sports Leaders really excelled 
themselves in leading their specific events. 

Netball - our Year 8 netball team played their final two matches 
of the league campaign. They started extremely positively 
against Poole High, winning by a staggering 19-0! Next up, they 
faced Parkstone in what turned out to be an extremely close 
game. At half time, they were trailing behind by 3 goals to 2 
despite a tremendous amount of effort from the girls. Determined 
to finish the season on a high, each and every player worked 
tirelessly to bring the game back to 3-3, before going on to win 5-
3. This close victory meant that the girls finished as league 
winners, a huge achievement. A massive well done to this 
fantastic team who have spurred each other on throughout the 
season, shown the upmost dedication to training and 
consequently not lost a single game. Deserved league winners!  

Years 7 and 8 netball teams invited St Michaels to FMS for their 
latest fixtures. Each team played three games in tough 
conditions. Despite the snow, both Years 7 and 8 played 
superbly. Year 7 won two matches and lost one whilst Year 8 lost 
two matches but won their final game. A fantastic afternoon of 
netball. Well done girls. 

Years 7 and 8 girls played their final friendly match of the season 
against Lytchett. It was a really positive end to what has been a 
fantastic season for all girls involved in the team this year. 
Despite losing, the girls showed a tremendous spirit throughout 
and were a credit to the school. We look forward to seeing you 
all back training in September.  

Football 
Year 6 Boys County Final 
On the last day of term our Year 6 Boys played in the Dorset 
Final of the football competition against Lockyers. In a tense first 
half the score was 0-0 and Harry made some brilliant saves to 
keep us level at half time. Just into 
the second half Lockyers scored and we had to push ourselves 
to the limit to fight back. With ten minutes to go George hit a pin 
point accurate free kick to Connor, who scored a magnificent 
diving header to equalise. We tried extremely hard to score the 
winner, where we hit the post twice but could not get the 
breakthrough. I must say Conner really kept the team going and 
produced a true captain’s performance in working so hard. 
Unfortunately the match went to penalties and we lost this 5-4. 
To say that I am so proud of the boys is an understatement, they 
really proved what fine sportsmen they are with this determined 
performance and they should be pleased with their silver medal. I 
am already looking forward to next season and I am sure the 
boys are too! 
 
The Year 8 Girls played St Michaels in a closely matched semi-



Year 6 football team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 5 girls’ football team 

final of the PEDSSA Cup. We took an early lead through a well 
worked corner where Olivia passed to Laura who passed to 
Abbie to finish neatly. We held on to just before half time, where 
super defending from Jasmine helped keep them away but 
unfortunately conceded before the break. In the second half we 
pressed and pressed but just couldn’t score and St Michaels 
scored a winner 2 minutes from the end. I couldn’t have been 
more proud of the girls and on another day we would be the ones 
looking forward to a final. 
 
We played Broadstone in a match that produced drama that 
could only be rivalled in the Champions League. We started 
slowly and quickly went 1-0 down but sprung into life with a 
superb turn and finish from Charlotte to level the scores. 
Unfortunately we fell 3-1 down quickly after half time and this 
continued until 5 minutes to go. We found our energy and desire 
to score 3 quick goals from Charlotte, Grace and Abbie to go 4-3 
up. Unfortunately the excitement got the better of us and the 
match finished 4-4. This meant the dreaded penalty shootout and 
we lost this 3-2. It was such a shame to lose in this way but the 
excitement, passion and determination to come back told me 
everything I needed to know about the progress of the girls. Well 
played! 
 
The Years 7 and 8 Girls’ team entered the AFC Bournemouth 
competition at Christchurch and produced four excellent 
matches. We won 1, drew 2 and lost 1 and went out of the 
competition by one goal. Tegan scored some brilliant goals, 
Jasmine produced super saves and Abbie worked tirelessly all 
day. The girls have made fantastic progress and to compete 
against some experienced schools is a testament of how far they 
have come. 
 
In the final football for the year our Year 8 Girls attended the 
Dorset School Games finals at Redlands in Weymouth. Playing 
in the county finals is a massive achievement and going 
unbeaten all day in seven games another achievement. Overall 
the girls finished 5th out of the whole county and that is 
something to be proud of.  
 
We hosted the Year 5 Girls football competition and played 
Lockyers, St Michaels, Baden Powell and Cranborne. I was 
delighted with the performance of our girls and that we had the 
numbers to field 2 sides. Overall our orange side finished 2nd 
and our red side finished 4th. Fantastic effort in cold and wet 
conditions. 
 
The Year 8 Boys played their semi-final away to Poole Grammar 
and unfortunately the occasion got the better of them where we 
found ourselves 2-0 down. After regrouping at half time we 
managed to transform our play and pulled a goal back and the 
comeback was on. We pushed all the way and had to try to get 
the equaliser but unfortunately in our attacking we left ourselves 
exposed to the counter attack and lost 4-1. Our boys have had 
an excellent season and should be proud of the successes they 
have had and were extremely unlucky in not reaching the final. 
 
The Year 7 boys played Allenbourn in an excellent match which 
could have gone either way. We lost 3-2 but the standard of our 
passing was fantastic and the positive attitude meant that it was 
a pleasure to watch them play. Unlucky lads in a closely 
contested match. 



Indoor Cricket - a Year 7 & 8 girl’s team played their County 
Finals at Canford School. We started fantastically well, where we 
scored 113 runs against Twynham and beat them to get to the 
semi-finals. We played Parkstone Grammar and bowled them 
out for 44 runs. This was an excellent fielding performance but 
we unfortunately lost by 2 runs in the end. Overall our girls 
finished 4th out of 28 teams in the county and I am sure you will 
agree that we should be very proud of them. 
 
Dorset School Games Tag Rugby Final - a Year 6 mixed team 
represented East Dorset (as we won the championship earlier in 
the school year) in the Dorset School Games Finals. We did 
fantastically well and went unbeaten all day and narrowly missed 
out on entering the winners’ pool on points difference. In the end 
we were victorious in the plate competition where we brought 
back the shield. The pupils should be very proud of their 
achievement. 

 



GIRLS UNIFORM BOYS’ UNIFORM 
Light Blue Shirt (Long or Short Sleeved) 

FMS Tie (Blue and White Striped) 

Black Tailored Trousers or a Black Pleated  Skirt (as pictured) 

Black or dark grey socks or tights (white knee/ankle high socks 

may be worn with skirts) 

FMS V-necked navy blue sweatshirt or FMS navy blue cardigan 

Sensible black or brown shoes (covered with a low heel) (as 

pictured) 

FMS Fleece 

Light Blue Shirt (Long or Short Sleeved) 

FMS Tie (Blue and White Striped) 

Black Tailored Trousers 

Black or dark grey socks 

FMS V-necked navy blue sweatshirt 

Sensible black or brown shoes (covered) (as picutred) 

FMS Fleece 

 

 
 

 

 

Girls - Knee Length Black 

Pleated Skirt. 

Boys & Girls - Plain Black 

Tailored Trousers.  NO 

buckles, belts, jersey material, 

skinny fit or tight fitting. 

Boys & Girls - Blue short 

sleeved, full buttoned shirts. 

Boys & Girls - Blue long 

sleeved, full buttoned shirts. 

 
    

  

Example of sensible girls school shoes.  Please NO slip ons, 

ballet style or trainer style shoes. 

Example of sensible boys school shoes.  Please NO slip ons or 

trainer style shoes. 

 


