
 

 

Ferndown Middle Newsletter  
                 June 2016    

Telephone: 01202 876556             

E-mail: office@fernmid.dorset.sch.uk 

Key Dates 

 

Term Dates are available on the school website 
Wednesday 22nd June – New Intake Evening (7pm) 
Friday 1st July – Summer Fair and Mufti Day (see attached flyer) 
Monday 4th July – Sports Day 
Thursday 7th July – Year 8 transfer day at FUS 
Friday 8th July – Transfer day (all years) 
Wednesday 13th July – Summer Concert 7pm 
Monday 18th July – Parent’s Evening 3.30pm -5pm 
Wednesday 20th July – End of Term (2pm) 

The Chocolatier's 
Apprentice 

 

On 28th and 29th June Hartley's Events will be coming into school 
to work with Year 8 pupils on The Chocolatier's Apprentice.  This 
will be an all-day event, where the pupils will learn how to temper 
chocolate and make their own chocolates. They will then spend the 
day working in teams to create a new chocolate product and 
present it to a board of experts in the afternoon. Pupils may bring in 
craft materials from home to enhance their product if they wish. 

Governor’s Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been my privilege to accompany 45 Year 6 pupils on their 
residential visit to Bristol.  The 3 members of staff had planned the 
trip meticulously to ensure that the children had an enjoyable and 
educational visit.  The children visited the SS Great Britain, The 
Bristol Science Museum, and The Roman Baths at Bath.  They 
were accommodated in the Old Stables at Grittleton House, a 
private school set in glorious countryside near Chippenham, where 
they were encouraged to spend their spare time outside in various 
sporting and leisure pursuits, culminating in a camp fire with a rip-
roaring singsong, organised by Mr Downton, another helper and 
former chair of governors.  
The pupils all behaved extremely well and were a credit to the 
school and their teachers, I am sure they will remember their 
experience for years to come. Thanks to Mr Stow, Miss White 
Young and Mrs Brazier for their tireless enthusiasm and care for 
the children under their supervision.  
Mrs V Tucker  - Governor 

Science News 

 

During this year Ferndown Middle School has been taking part in 
the ‘I’m an Astronaut, get me out of here’ competition run by 
Gallomanor. I am delighted to inform you that our students have 
won a place in the fourth and final round of the competition. They 
will be able to put their questions to the people behind Tim’s 
mission. This could include members of mission control, 
researchers with experiments running on the ISS, trainers, 
scientists and engineers involved in the design of the ISS and its 
equipment.  
On Wednesday 22nd June some Year 8 pupils will be asking 
creative questions in the hope that we will be one of the 4 winning 
schools to be nominated by the Astro Support Team.  If successful 
we will go on to take part in the final live chat with Tim Peake, when 
he returns from the International Space Station. 



School Council 

 

A request please – we would welcome any unwanted or used 
board games and DVDs for wet playtimes.  If you do donate any 
DVDs please be aware that the age rating will need to be age 12 
and under.  This is because only Year 8 pupils are legally allowed 
to watch age 12.  Also please ensure that all pieces of board 
games are included.  Thank you – the School Council. 
 

Fund Raising 

 

During May, we supported the UNICEF Day for Change 2016. 
Pupils worked hard to collect as much loose change as possible 
and we are pleased to say that we managed to raise £94.04 which 
is fantastic! This money will be used to support children across the 
world who do not have the basic rights that all children deserve. 
Mrs Cooper and Mrs Barnes are very thankful to David Gabbitas 
and Ben Swansbury (both in 6MBs) for their willingness in helping 
to count the money. 

Sport News 

Year 8 Rounders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 Cricket 
 
 
 

Rounders - the year 8 girls and mixed teams played The Bishop of 

Winchester. Both teams showed tremendous focus and team spirit, 

taking the victory in each of the games. Our girls team played first, 

winning 6-2 followed by our mixed team who won by 5.5 rounders 

to 1.5. A special mention must go to Olivia, Melissa, Joshua and 

Harrison who stepped in at the last minute to represent the school 

in their first ever rounders’ matches. A huge well done to both 

teams. 

The Year 8 mixed team stormed to victory against St Edwards. 

Having opted to field first, the team were able to keep their 

opponent’s score to just 3 rounders; showing excellent 

organisational skills and communication in doing so. They then 

went on to score 6 rounders! A special mention must go to Dominic 

for his superb batting! Well done to the team on continuing their 

unbeaten run.  

In our second round of fixtures the Year 8 Girls’ rounders team 

continued their good form in the league. First of all they played 

Highcliffe, narrowly beating them with a 3.5 to 3 victory. The girls’ 

fielding in particular was superb and certainly played a big part in 

preventing the opposing team from scoring too many rounders. A 

special mention must go to Abbie for her outstanding catch at 

second base. Next they played Bournemouth School for Girls who 

were a very experienced side. Despite our team's best efforts, BSG 

batted superbly and went on to take the victory 7.5 to 2. All of the 

girls who played should be extremely proud of their performance on 

Thursday. Well done team!  

In a later fixture the Year 8 mixed team stormed to victory against 

St Edwards. Having opted to field first, the team were able to keep 

their opponents score to just 3 rounders; showing excellent 

organisation and communication in doing so. They then went on to 

score 6 rounders! A special mention to Dominic for his superb 

batting! Well done to the team on continuing their unbeaten run.  

Cricket - The Year 8 boys’ team played in the County Cup away in 

sunny conditions at Purbeck. We were put into bat and made 107 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Years 5 & 6 Cricket 
 

Year 8 Volleyball 

in our 20 overs. Congratulations to Harry who made 23 and batted 

for 18 overs. He batted with a mixture of defence (which was 

needed on a pitch that had no bounce) and aggression when 

needed. We took to the field and the bowlers were extremely 

accurate and we managed to bowl them out for 39. Tom bowled 

extremely fast in his spell picking up 2 wickets in the first over and 

this continued. We held onto some great catches, Harry was lively 

as the wicket keeper and William bowled the winning wicket. 

Excellent work lads!  

The Years 7 & 8 Girls’ team entered the cricket competition hosted 

at Wimborne Cricket Club. We played five matches and won 4 out 

of 5 to finish the day as runners up. A fantastic achievement and 

the girls were so close to eventually winning. There is some 

fantastic talent in the school and if any girls are interested in joining 

an outside cricket club, see the PE Department for more 

information. 

Year 6 boys’ Kwik Cricket side entered the East Dorset Schools 
Championships kindly hosted at Wimborne Cricket Club and I am 
delighted to announce that we were victorious through winning all 
five matches, therefore becoming East Dorset Champions. We 
started with a closely fought one run victory against the eventual 
runners up St Michaels and produced solid performances against 
Cranborne, Lytchett, Allenbourn and West Moors in extremely hot 
conditions. We produced some moments of magic in the field with 
some excellent catches and superb bowling. We also demonstrated 
attacking batting with some powerful shots and aggressive running 
between the wickets.  Excellent result lads and remember to train 
hard for the Dorset Schools Finals! 
I am delighted to announce that our Years 5 & 6 Girls’ team 
qualified for the county finals at Bryanston after 3 wins in the East 
Dorset Competition. We beat Lockers, West Moors and Emmanuel 
and produced some strong performances. Emelia kept wicket with 
assured confidence, whilst Hannah and Natasha captained the 
team with commitment. Erin and Maddy were fantastic with 
accurate bowling and smooth batting. Charlotte and Hannah batted 
with enthusiasm and Makayla made the catch of the day. Excellent 
work girls and remember to train hard for the finals!  
 

Volleyball - some Year 8 pupils went to LEAF for the Wessex 

Volleyball Competition, which was a fantastic success. We entered 
3 mixed teams and every team had victories throughout the day. 
The pleasing aspect was that all the pupils improved as the day 
progressed and it was noticeable in their game play. One team 
even made it to the ‘Bowl’ final, which was the final for the teams 
that finished second in their 6 team group and narrowly lost 21-20! 
We even had the chance to meet Chris Gregory, a Great Britain 
international volleyball player. Hopefully some of the pupils that 
participated or any other pupils may decide to take volleyball up out 
of school as Wessex Volleyball are one of the best clubs in the 
country. Any pupils interested, please see someone in the PE 
Department.  
 



Cycling 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cycling - Year 8 pupils attended the Dorset School Games Cycling 

Event hosted by British Cycling at Moors Valley. In an exciting 
afternoon our pupils cycled in races along the picturesque 
woodlands at Moors Valley. All pupils enjoyed themselves and 
worked extremely hard. They kept going throughout the whole 

afternoon and didn’t let the muddy corners affect their performance. 

Excellent work Year 8’s. 

Athletics - pupils from Years 5 & 6 entered the School Games 

Quad Kids Athletics Competition hosted at Ferndown Upper 
School. In this event all pupils compete in the 75m sprint, the 
600m, a throw and a standing long jump. This is a fantastic event 
because it allows the pupils to test themselves at a variety of 
athletic disciplines and push themselves to the limit. Special 

mention to our Year 5s who competed a year up in their first 
athletics event; well done everyone! 

The Years 5 and 6 athletics teams competed in the Ward Goodman 

East Dorset Athletics Championships organised by our very own 

Mrs Turner; 22 children from Ferndown Middle competed in the 

various track and field events. Each and every individual showed 

true determination and outstanding commitment to the team, with 

some students even competing in events outside of their area of 

expertise. Overall, our Year 5 team came 7th whilst our Year 6 

team came 3rd. Special mentions must go to Aimee, Hannah, 

Harrison and our relay teams for placing first in their events - well 

done! A huge thank you must go to our Year 8 sports leaders 

Olivia, Dominic, Jamie-Lee and Jenna who offered tremendous 

support to our athletes, as well as Mrs Holness who kindly 

accompanied us, offering wonderful support throughout the day. 

Well done to everyone involved! 

 



Ferndown Middle School 

Term Dates 2016/7 

Autumn Term 2016 
Term Starts: Monday 5th September 
Half Term: Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October 
Term Ends: Friday 16th December 

Staff Training: Thursday 1st & Friday 2nd September 
Staff Training: Friday 21st October 

Spring Term 2017 
Term Starts: Tuesday 3rd January 
Half Term: Monday 13th February - Friday 17th February 
Term Ends: Friday 7th April 

Bank Holiday: Monday 2nd January 
Staff Training: Friday 10th February 

Summer Term 2017 
Term Starts: Monday 24th April 
Half Term: Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 
Term Ends: Friday 21st July 

Staff Training: Monday 5th June 
Bank Holiday: Monday 1st May 



Summer Fair 
Ferndown Middle School 

Friday 1
st

 July 2016 
3.30-5.30pm 

 
Grand Draw 
Raffle ticket books will be sent home soon. Ticket stubs and money need to be 
handed into school by Fri 1st July. If you require more please contact the office. 
 
The FMSA needs your help. We are looking for volunteers to help at the Summer 
Fair. Help in the morning to sort the Mufti day gifts, to set up on the day and to be 
responsible for stalls or games. If you could spare some time to help at the fair 
please fill in the slip below or contact the office asap - thank you. 
 

Silent Auction, Bottle Tombola, Sweet Tombola, refreshments, 
children’s games and many other stalls and activities.  
 
The Samba Band will entertain with a performance. 
 
Please note the Fair will go ahead inside if wet. 
 
 
Mufti Day - please bring your donations in on Fri 1st July (Non Uniform day) 
   Yr 5 Cakes 
   Yr 6 Sweets (preferably not chocolate) 
  Yr 7 Bottles - soft drinks 

Yr 8 Bottles - soft drinks 
 
Please check the Best Before Dates (must be after 1/07/16) 

 

 
Ferndown Middle School 

 
I am able to help at the FMSA Summer Fair on 1st July 3.30-5.30     
 
Name………………………………..........         Tel Number………………………….. 
 
E mail contact......................................................... 
 
Child’s Name & Class……………………………………………………. 
 
Please send in your slips to the office.  
 


