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Monday 19th September 2016 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian 
 
We have been reviewing the use of our school library and the pupils’ independent reading books.  As a 
result we have put in place a number of changes to how pupils choose and borrow books. 
 
The English curriculum states that pupils should develop an appreciation and love of reading, and read with 
understanding increasingly challenging material. For this to happen, pupils need to read a wide range of 
fiction genres and be introduced to the work of key authors. 
 
Pupils no longer need to bring in books from home. Instead they will be choosing one fiction book from the 
school library under the guidance of their English teacher who will decide if the book is appropriately 
challenging and meets the requirements of the curriculum. This book will need to be with them in school 
each day.  
 
Obviously, we hope pupils will choose to read other material at home in addition to their school library book 
and we encourage them to read as widely as possible. The amount of free reading done outside of school 
has consistently been found to relate to growth in vocabulary, reading comprehension, and verbal fluency. 
Recommended reading lists are available for both key stages on the school website and pupils have copies 
in their reading journals. Non-fiction books can be chosen and taken home to help with homework tasks 
and for further reading. 
 
It is important that pupils develop reading stamina and are encouraged to read a book from cover to cover. 
We hope pupils will want to finish the book they choose and not give up after the first chapter or a few 
pages. 
 
We apologise for any confusion there has been with regards to these new arrangements, but hope parents 
will support us in helping to develop children’s repertoire of reading experiences and their reading skills. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

J Nice 
 
Mrs J. Nice 
English coordinator 
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