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Key Dates 

 

Term Dates are available on the school website 
5

th
 December: Inter-form netball/football 

8
th
 December: Year 5 Christmas Concert at St Mary’s Church – 1.45pm 

12
th
 December: Community Christmas Party – 1.45pm 

14
th
 December: Christmas Concert – 7pm 

15
th
 December: Christmas Dinner 

16
th
 December: Christmas Jumper Day – school finishes at 2pm 

Tuesday 3
rd

 January: First day of Spring Term 

Staffing Update 

 

On behalf of staff, governors and parents, thank you to Mr Moncaster. 
He will be leaving Ferndown Middle School on Friday 2nd December. 
Mr Moncaster has supported the school both in the classroom and in 
PE lessons, for 9 years, as well as giving up his time to run and 
organise extra-curricular activities. As a fan of sport, Mr Moncaster 
has enthused and inspired pupils to enjoy their PE lessons, teaching 
them the value of physical activity. I am sure that he will be missed by 
the staff and pupils and we all wish him well for the future. 

Buttons Please! 

 

The textiles department is making electronic soft toys and we really 
need buttons. Any shape, any size and any colour would be most 
welcome. If you have any buttons please send them in to the office. 
Thank you. 
Mrs Baynham 
 

Compliments Week 
 

 

During the week of the 14th-18th November we held our annual 'No 
put-down Week' where the children and staff were encouraged to write 
compliment slips.  Staff and pupils also completed activities to 
demonstrate that we value each other and enjoy hearing kind and 
thoughtful words. It was a very successful week that we would like to 
repeat later in the year.  
Issy Ford (Year 6): I really enjoyed Compliments Week. It felt good 
knowing that someone wanted to compliment me. I also enjoyed 
writing the slips myself.  
Maisie Long (Year 6): Compliments Week was a great week. Lots of 
people who weren't expecting a compliment got quite a few. I didn't 
think I would get as many as I did. It just shows people do care about 
us.  
Article 8: You have the right to an identity. Article 19: You have 
the right to be protected from being mistreated in body and mind 

Year 4 Science Taster 
Evenings 

 

During the autumn term pupils in Year 4, from the surrounding 
schools, were invited to FMS to experience using the science 
equipment and labs. The pupils had a choice of three activities, 
modelling the digestion of a banana, investigating the properties of 
gases or mixing and separating different substances. The children 
were very enthusiastic. Some pupils from Years 7 and 8 helped to set 
up the equipment, supported the Year 4 with the activities and then 
cleared up. This is an annual event which is always very popular.   
B Kiernan - Science Co-ordinator 

Message from Ferndown 
Town Council 

 

On Monday 5th December at 7pm in the Conference Room at the 
Barrington Centre, the Ferndown Town Council will meet to decide if 
they will take on the responsibility of youth support provision for the 
town.  Parents and children/young adults from our school may wish to 
give a view by attending, or writing to the town clerk at 
townclerk@ferndown.gov.uk.  Attendance in particular, to support the 
need, will really make a difference.  Get involved if you don’t want to 
lose it! 

mailto:townclerk@ferndown.gov.uk


Attendance 
 

 

Article 28: Every child has the right to an education  
We would like to thank all the parents/carers that ensure their children 
are in school and on time every day. Our whole school attendance is 
currently 96%.  
Reminder: Headteachers cannot  authorise family holidays. Holidays 
in term time can leave a gap in your child’s education and some find it 
hard to catch up. You can find our term dates on our school website, 
please check these dates before booking your holidays. 
The government expects a child’s attendance to be above 95%. If a 
child’s attendance falls below 90% then they will be considered as a 
persistent absentee. 
If you would like to discuss your child’s attendance, please call the 
school office and ask to speak to Miss Hurst.  

Christmas Design 
Challenge 

 

 

Ferndown Middle Schoo,l in association with the Arts University 
Bournemouth, today ‘launch’ their Christmas challenge.  
See the attached ‘flyer’ for details.  
Let your imagination ‘take off’ and ‘reach for the sky’.  
Use the Christmas break to create and test your entries.  
There are three categories:  
* The plane that flies the furthest.  
* The plane that stays in the air the longest.  
* The best decorated plane. (So no plain planes!)  
The deadline for entries is Friday 6th January 2017.  
The grand finals will take place at Arts University Bournemouth where 
we will also challenge the University students to find the overall 
winners!  
Don’t delay – Get folding today!  
Remember – time flies when you are having fun!  

Governor News 

 

My name is Lee Holness and I am a parent governor at FMS.  My role 
in the main is to bring a parent’s point of view to the Governing board.  
I am on the Finance & Staffing committee and I am also the Design, 
Technology and Art liaison governor.  All this means is that I have to 
attend a couple of meetings every half term and make a school visit 
with my subject leader once a year.  I am delighted to be the DT & Art 
governor and have recently had a great visit into school and saw all 
the amazing things on offer to our children.  I have made some 
suggestions and these have been willingly taken on board. You will all 
be hearing a lot more from the DT & Art department in the future. 
Being a governor is a great opportunity to learn all about what makes 
our school tick and gives parents the opportunity to join in and have 
their say.  We currently have two parent governor vacancies. You do 
not need to have any qualification other than being a parent so, if you 
would like to find out more, please get in touch.  We would love to 
have you on board. 

Safety 

 

With the dark evenings, it is especially important that we all take care 
when driving and parking near the school.  Please be reminded that 
NO pupils should be walking across the car park at any time – the 
pedestrian pathway and gate should be used by ALL on foot, including 
parents and children.  Also, drivers must be extra vigilant when 
entering and leaving the school premises and must take care when 
parking not to cause children to have to walk in the road to go around 
them.  Please be considerate and help us to protect your children 

Lost Property 

 

We have quite a few purses, wallets and locker keys in the office.  We 
also have a girl’s watch and 2 pairs of glasses.  If your child has lost 
any of these please ask them to come to the office and check if they 
have been handed in.  Any items still in the office at the end of term 
will be disposed of.  Thank you. 



Breakfast Club 
 

 

The breakfast club is proving popular with the children who have been 
attending since the start of term. There are spare places for children in 
the New Year.  This is for pupils across the year groups with a 
maximum of 20 pupils.  The club is open from 7.30am and for £3.25 
per day the children get a choice of breakfast, including cereals, 
spaghetti or beans on toast and fruit.  The club is supervised and the 
children get to play games, read books and do colouring when they 
have finished their breakfast.  Here are a few comments from the 
children:  
* People to greet you when you come in  
* Hot chocolate on Fridays and birthdays  
* You go into school early!  
* The food is great  
* It’s fun and cool and we play games  
If you would like to know more, please contact the school office.  

Sports News 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poole and East Dorset Schools Cross-Country at Canford 
In the third PEDSSA Cross-Country event we headed to the fantastic 
facilities at Canford School. In sunny but cold conditions all 15 pupils 
completed their respective races. We had some brilliant results where 
Hannah won the Year 7 Girls’ Race and Finn and Todd finished 9th 
and 10th in the Year 6 Boys’ Race. All pupils demonstrated excellent 
support and encouragement as well as respect for the other runners. 
Under 11 Girls’ East Dorset 7 Aside Football Competition 
Our girls qualified for the Dorset Schools County Finals in the 
competition held at St Michael’s.  The girls worked tirelessly all 
afternoon and produced some magical football throughout the 
afternoon. Well done girls – you should feel extremely proud of your 
efforts.  
Year 6 Boys’ County Cup v St Michael’s 
On ‘Children in Need’ day our boys swapped their spots for their 
football boots in the first round of the County Cup where we met St 
Michael’s. The team had a superb start and Tyler followed up his shot 
with a brave header to put us 1-0 up. The boys created more chances 
but in an end-to-end battle Harry made three excellent fingertip saves 
to keep us 1-0 up at half time. We started strong in the second half 
and Jack managed to score our second goal. We worked hard as a 
team and Callum put in a brilliant ‘man of the match’ performance. We 
managed to win 2-0 in a match of high quality that would have graced 
the final. Very well done to the team! 
Year 6 Boys’ County Cup v Cranborne 
In the PEDSSA Year 6 league Cranborne hosted us for two fine 
matches. Our team was successful in both matches and goals were 
scored by Tyler, Jake, Ethan, Aaron, Jack, William and Harley. It was 
brilliant seeing so many perform admirably throughout the afternoon.  
Year 6 Boys v Emmanuel 
Our boys played Emmanuel on a cold Friday afternoon and showed 
excellent character in coming back from 3-1 down to eventually draw 
4-4. Our goals were scored by George (2) and Jack (2). This come 
back was thoroughly pleasing. The boys did not drop their heads and 
pushed themselves to the limit.  
Year 7 Boys’ Football 
We visited St Michael’s, both schools had two teams and they played 
each other. In the four matches that were played, I am delighted to 
say that we won three and drew one. Goals were scored by Jude, 
Ethan, Harry and George. The team played superbly, some for the 
first time this season and they should be very proud of their 
performances. Special thanks go to our supporters who braved the 
extremely cold and windy conditions. 

 



 


