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Key Dates 

 
 

Term Dates are available on the school website 
*Please note the Maths Parent Workshops have been postponed.  
We will let you know the new dates* 
 
Key dates: 
Staff Training Day – Friday 10

th
 February 

Half Term Holiday – Monday 13
th
 February – Friday 17

th
 February 

          Eco Council News  

 

Representatives from each tutor group have been working hard on a 
new project to create a wildlife and growing area around the gazebo in 
the school grounds. The area will also be used for other lessons, such 
as science and DT. The FMSA have kindly given them £1500 for the 
project.   
Firstly, there was a design competition to gather ideas – this was won 
by Caroline Stockwell, Daisy Collins and Beth Collins. Then the ideas 
from all entries were considered and the Eco Council now has a final 
design. The next step will be to work out the costs and then organise 
helpers to put it all together. The School Council is also now involved 
and they will be on the search for willing volunteers soon!  
Hopefully the area will be up and running during the summer term, with 
lots of fruit and veg for pupils to grow, cook and eat.  

Parent Governor Elections 

 

 

In our school we have provision for 7 parent governors and there are 
currently 3 vacancies.  Last week letters were sent out via either 
ParentMail or in paper format inviting nominations to fill these 
vacancies.  No special qualifications are needed and the most 
important thing is to have a keen interest in the school and be prepared 
to play an active part in the governing body’s work. Induction and 
Safeguarding training is available for all governors.  Governors would 
usually attend 2 or 3 meetings per half term and these take place on 
Wednesdays at around 4.30pm.  Governors are also encouraged to 
take up additional responsibilities, should they wish to. 
Please complete a nomination form if you wish to nominate either 
yourself or another parent (obtain their permission first) or contact Mrs 
Hall in the office if you wish to know more. 
The deadline for nominations is 9

th
 February. 

Staff News We welcome back Mrs McKinley who will be returning from maternity 
leave on Monday 6

th
 February.  Thank you to Mr Graham and Miss 

Pellington who shared Mrs McKinley’s teaching commitments and Miss 
White Young and Mrs Baynham for looking after Year 8 in her absence. 
 

Cyberbullying 
Bullying can take many forms and will not be tolerated here at Ferndown Middle School.  Many of our pupils 
use mobile technology every day and this can be used as a medium for bullying.  Cyberbullying can happen at 
any time and can make the victim feel like there is no place to hide.  It can also get quickly out of hand, with 
others being dragged in by the ease with which information can be shared. 
The following advice on the NHS website is really helpful – please take the time to discuss online safety with 
your child and encourage them to report anything which upsets them or makes them feel uncomfortable.  
Similarly, talk to your child about how they would feel to be on the receiving end of any unkind or malicious 
comments. 
Please be assured that the school will involve the police should we become aware of any messages which 
harass or threaten. 
CYBERBULLYING – advice from the NHS WEBSITE 
Cyberbullying involves using technology to bully people. It can include texting, instant messaging, and 
posting on social media and gaming websites.  
Advice on how to respond to cyberbullying 
Coping with cyberbullying can be difficult because it can happen at any time of the day.  

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Bullying/Pages/Cyberbullying.aspx#Don%27t


To make matters worse, bullying messages and images can be shared so they are seen by more people for 
longer than other kinds of bullying. And this kind of sharing can quickly get out of control. 
What is cyberbullying? 
Examples of cyberbullying include: 

 emailing or texting threatening or nasty messages to people  

 posting an embarrassing or humiliating video of someone on a video-hosting site such as YouTube  

 harassing someone by repeatedly sending texts or instant messages through an app or in a chat room  

 setting up profiles on social networking sites, such as Facebook, to make fun of someone  

 "happy slapping" – when people use their mobiles to film and share videos of physical attacks  

 posting or forwarding someone else's personal or private information or images without their 
permission – known as "sexting" when the content is sexually explicit  

 sending viruses that can damage another person's computer  

 making abusive comments about another user on a gaming site  
Are you a cyberbully?  
Even if you're not the one who started the bullying, you become part of it when you laugh at a message that 
could be hurtful or threatening to someone else, or forward it on. 
Don't let yourself get dragged into cyberbullying. Think about the impact of what you say in instant messages, 
chat rooms and emails. Could your words be used to hurt someone else, or could they be turned against you? 
In some cases, cyberbullying can be a criminal offence. For example, it could be treated as a form of 
harassment or threatening behaviour. 
How to respond to cyberbullying  
Do 

 Talk to someone you trust. This could be a teacher, parent, carer or friend. Schools have a 
responsibility to ensure students aren't bullied, and they can take action even if the bullying is 
happening outside school. You can also call ChildLine confidentially on 0800 1111.  

 Report the bullying to the internet service provider (ISP) if the bullying happened online. Ask a parent 
or teacher for help.  

 Report the bullying to your mobile phone provider if you've received bullying texts or calls on your 
mobile. You may even have to change your number if you're repeatedly bullied.  

 Block instant messages and emails. Ask a parent or teacher for help.  

 Report serious bullying, such as physical or sexual threats, to the police.  
Don't 

 Don't delete the upsetting emails or messages. Keep the evidence. This will help to identify the bully if 
the bullying is anonymous. Even people who use a false name or email can be traced.  

 Don't reply. This is what the bully wants, and it might make things worse.  
How to avoid being cyberbullied  
The best way to avoid being cyberbullied is to use the internet and mobile phones carefully.  

 Don't give out personal details, such as your phone number or address.  

 Think carefully before posting photos or videos of you or your friends online.  

 Only give your mobile number to close friends.  

 Protect passwords, and never give your friends access to your accounts.  

 Use the privacy settings on social media.  

 Don't forward nasty emails.  

 Learn how to block instant messages or use mail filters to block emails.  

 Know how to report bullying to social media sites, internet service providers or website administrators. 
Ask a parent or teacher for help.  

There is further advice on the Safe Schools and Communities Team at Dorset Police website: 
https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/safe-schools-communities-team/ 

Project Week Trips 
Reminder 

If you have not already paid please note the third instalment for all 
project week trips is due by Wednesday 1

st
 February.  Thank you. 

Sports News 

Year 7 PEDSSA Indoor 
Football Champions 

Our Year 7 Girls played in the PEDSSA Indoor Football Competition at 
Canford School. We were drawn in a tough group with five other 
schools in our half of the draw. We started confidently beating St 
Michaels 3-1 and followed this up with a 6-0 victory against Cranborne. 
The girls were getting in their stride and continued by beating Purbeck 
4-0 and Swanage 7-0. We slipped up losing 3-2 against Lytchett but 
qualified as group winners. 
 
In the semi-final we went one goal down straight from kick off to a hard 
working Magna side. We soon regained composure and dominated in 
the second half and won 3-1. The girls at this stage were tiring rapidly 
and needed one last push against an unbeaten Broadstone. We looked 
fatigued early on and went 1-0 down and the girls had to dig deep to 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/safe-schools-communities-team/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poole and East Dorset 
Schools’ Cross-Country 

 

Years 5 & 6 Girls’ Football 

 

 

 

 

Years 7 & 8 Girls’ Football 

prevent a second goal being conceded. In fact assured defending from 
Isabelle and fantastic goalkeeping from Leah meant that we did not 
have a mountain to climb. Hannah equalised with a superb long 
distance strike just before half time. The girls needed rallying and they 
really pushed all their energy levels to the limit. With the game destined 
for a penalty shootout Hannah struck a fierce shot that nestled in the 
bottom left corner to put us 2-1 up. In fact this was the last kick of the 
day and I am delighted to announce that we are the PEDSSA Indoor 
Champions and will progress to the South West Finals later this year. 
All girls contributed throughout the day. Leah was excellent in goal 
making a number of saves; Isabelle was a dependable defender at all 
times; Tegan scored some great goals and showed super skills; 
Sydney worked tirelessly all day up front; Katie showed excellent skills 
and energy levels in her first ever matches for the school and Hannah 
lead by example scoring vital goals and making brave tackles. In fact all 
girls managed to score a goal at some stage and they thoroughly 
deserve their gold medals by finishing in first place out of the eleven 
schools. It goes without saying that I am ever so proud of them. 
 
Poole and East Dorset Schools’ Cross-Country at FUS 
In the final Poole and East Dorset Cross-Country event we took 49 
pupils to FUS. In surprisingly mild December conditions all pupils 
worked extremely hard and plenty of them produced personal best 
results. Top ten finishes went to Ryan, Hannah and Finn. It was 
pleasing to see so many pupils race for the first time this year and their 
efforts were appreciated. 
 
Years 5 & 6 Girls County 7-a-side Finals at Littledown 
The Ferndown Team consisting of Lily and Aimee from Year 5 and 
Katy, Maddie, Nathi, Charlotte, Ellie and Megan played extremely well 
at the county finals, winning 2 and losing 2 games, indeed the girls only 
narrowly missed out on a semi-final spot to a last minute goal in their 
final match.  
It was a great team performance with everyone contributing, including 
some amazing saves from our keeper, solid defence and plenty of 
goals, Aimee and Lily scoring 2 each and Megan and Nathi adding 1 a 
piece (Nathi’s from inside our half!). 
I was particularly pleased with the girls’ positive attitude, working 
together and giving 100% until the final whistle, especially playing 
against some very high quality opposition. 
 
Year 6 Boys County 7-a-side Finals at Littledown  
The 7-a-side county finals were hosted at Littledown where we played 4 
tough group matches. We won one and lost three and unfortunately did 
not make it through to the semi-finals. It was pleasing to see the boys 
play the game in the right spirit; always trying to pass the ball to each 
other and on another day the luck may have gone their way. They 
should be proud of their achievement in qualifying for these finals. 
 
Year 7 Boys County Cup v Bourne Academy 
The Year 7 Boys progressed to the Quarter Finals of the County Cup 
where they beat Bourne Academy 6-2. We started brilliantly with 2 
headed goals from Connor and he completed his hat trick just before 
half time. In the second half it was Alfie’s turn to score a hat trick. An 
excellent team performance in a tough away fixture. Well played lads! 
 
Years 7 & 8 Girls’ Football v Glenmoor 
In the final sports fixture of 2016 our Year 7&8 girls played Glenmoor in 
The County Cup. We were up against tough opposition and great 
defending from Kharis, Kim and Isabelle meant that we did not concede 
early. In a quick break away Chloe ran the length of the pitch to pass to 
Tegan who finished with a super strike from the edge of the box. 
Unfortunately we conceded an equaliser and Faye produced some 
brave saves to keep us level. Just before half time Molly produced a 
strong run and scored an excellent goal to ensure we were 2-1 up at 



 half time. In the second half we were more attacking and Hannah 
scored 2 fantastic goals where she used her strength and determination 
to burst through Glenmoor's defence and calmly finish. We eventually 
won 4-1 and are through to the next round of the cup.   
It has been a busy term with a vast amount of fixtures and I would like 
to thank all pupils for their efforts and their families for allowing them to 
participate.  
 
Year 7 Boys PEDSSA Indoor Football Competition 
Our Year 7 boys participated in the indoor football competition at 
Canford School. We started strongly and beat St Michaels 2-1. We lost 
matches against Lockers and Cranborne which meant qualification 
would be difficult if we did not win our final two group matches. We beat 
Allenbourn 4-2 and Lytchett 4-1 and managed to qualify for the semi-
finals. Here we beat the Magna 4-1 with an excellent performance. 
 
In the final we met Poole Grammar and we found ourselves 2-0 down. 
Our boys really upped their game and rediscovered their energy levels 
to score a goal and really bombard the Grammar goal with a number of 
shots. Unfortunately we couldn't find the equaliser and we lost 2-1. The 
boys were understandably disappointed but the passion and pride they 
had for representing Ferndown Middle was evident. The boys need to 
be proud of their silver medal because I certainly am and thoroughly 
enjoyed watching their performances in the competition. 
 
Year 8 Netball 
Our year 8 netball team played their first League match of the season 
against St Edwards. The girls got off to magnificent start, convincingly 
beating their opponents 17-2. Well done to all of the girls involved who 
showed tremendous team spirit and determination. A special mention 
must go to our shooters Chloe and Alice for their 
consistency throughout the game. Well done girls!  
 
Years 7 & 8 Indoor Cricket 
Ferndown Upper School kindly hosted the regional indoor cricket 
festival between ourselves, Winton and Lockyers. The team played 
fantastically well and beat Lockyers and unfortunately lost to the 
eventual winners Winton. The pupils worked hard all afternoon and this 
competition whets the appetite for the outdoor season that will be here 
before we know it. Joe and Connor should be congratulated for their 
captaincy and organisation. 

 
 


