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Key Dates 

 

Term Dates are available on the school website 
14

th
 – 18

th
 November: Compliments Week – see below 

5
th
 December: Inter-form netball/football 

8
th
 December: Year 5 Christmas Concert at St Mary’s Church – 1.45pm 

12
th
 December: Community Christmas Party – 1.45pm 

14
th
 December: Christmas Concert – 7pm 

15
th
 December: Christmas Dinner 

16
th
 December: Christmas Jumper Day – school finishes at 2pm 

Tuesday 3
rd

 January: First day of Spring Term 

Attendance 

 
 

We would like to thank all the parents who ensure their children are in school 
and on time, every day. We understand children can become unwell and 
therefore cannot always be at school; we appreciate you calling to inform us 
when this happens. When leaving a message on the answer phone please 
specify the reason your child will not be attending school. The government 
expects a child’s attendance to be above 95%. If a child’s attendance falls 
below 90% then they will be considered as a persistent absentee. 

If your child’s attendance falls below 90% then you may be asked to attend a 
meeting with our Pastoral Officer, Christine Hurst , where she will discuss any 
concerns we have regarding your child’s poor attendance 

Let’s Get Cooking 

 

We are now into our second half term of students participating in the "Let’s 
Get Cooking" club on a Tuesday lunchtime.  Students have been having a lot 
of fun cooking a variety of seasonal and healthy foods, which they eat during 
lunchtime and take home.  Students have enjoyed making flavoured popcorn, 
baked apples, healthy pancakes, vegetable samosas and healthy pizza 
swirls.  This initiative run by Tesco, gives the school funding, which we have 
been able to spend on both equipment and students’ ingredients.  It’s a great 
opportunity for students to enjoy simple and effective cooking tasks during 
their lunch hour, building confidence and relationships amongst peers. 

Reading Books 

 

Earlier in the term, we wrote to you to explain our policy regarding pupils’ 
independent reading books. Pupils are expected to choose a book from our 
school library instead of bringing in one from home. However, if parents wish 
to source a book from the recommended reading lists themselves, we would 
support that decision. Thank you for your continued support with encouraging 
reading for pleasure.  
Thank you to all parents who attended the Literacy Workshops last week. 
The PowerPoint presentations and handouts will be available to view on the 
website from the end of this week. We welcome your feedback, so please 
send any evaluation forms to the office.   
English Department  

Samaritan’s Purse 

 

Thank you very much to all staff and pupils who either donated items to the 
Samaritan's Purse shoebox appeal or brought in a filled shoebox. We have 
managed to send off 13 boxes altogether which will hopefully make 13 
children, who live in a much less developed part of the world, very happy this 
Christmas. (Article 27: You have the right to...have your basic needs met. 
You should not be disadvantaged so that you can't do many of the things 
other kids can do).   

Thank you for your support. 



 

There is a real problem at the end of the school day, caused by a number of 
inconsiderate drivers who double park, block pathways, mount kerbs and 
obstruct the entrance and exit. 
This conduct is completely unacceptable and shows a complete lack of 
regard for the safety of our children.  If the spaces outside school are taken 
and the car park is full you must leave the premises and find an alternative 
place to park. 
The First School is experiencing similar problems, exacerbated by some of 
our parents choosing to park in their car park, but who do not have First 
School children.  Please DO NOT PARK in or near the First School unless 
you have a child at their school. 
 

Poppy Appeal 

 

 

It has been a great privilege to be able to join with the millions around our 
country choosing to remember the war veterans who have given up so much 
to win our freedom. This year’s Poppy Appeal began with a whole school 
assembly highlighting the gravity of war, the sacrifice made and the veterans 
who return from war all around us. We have been selling poppies all week 
and created a giant coin poppy, raising in excess of £130 for the Royal British 
Legion. Members of our school council and pupil voice teams were invited to 
attend a local service and place a wreath on our local memorial. 
  
Our remembrance week culminated with a two minute silence on the eleventh 
hour, of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 
 

Compliments Week 
 

 

We are once again launching a 'No Put Down' week for all our staff and 
pupils from Monday 14

th
 November until Friday 18

th
 November. For those of 

you who are new to the school, the focus is on compliments, both giving and 
receiving. We believe that building people up and praising their achievements 
helps to foster positive relationships and self-esteem. We hope our 'No Put 
Down' week will be a celebration of our school values, based on mutual 
respect and the importance of kindness. 
  
We would like to invite parents, guardians and friends of the school to write a 
comment, saying something positive about the school and supporting the 
idea of a ‘No Put Down’ week. We would really love to hear your positive 
feedback about any aspect of school life using the email address: 
saysomethingnice@fernmid.dorset.sch.uk 

Sports News 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Boys East Dorset 7 Aside Football Championship 
Ferndown hosted the East Dorset Championship where 7 other schools 
attended in a fabulous afternoon of football. We drew our first two matches 
against Emmanuel and St Ives and needed to beat Cranborne in the final 
match to have a chance of progressing to the semi-finals. In this match we 
got in our stride and won 4-0 managing to win our group. We played Lockyers 
in the semi-final and a tense match after extra time ended 0-0. The 
excitement of penalties awaited both teams. After the first 5 penalties it ended 
4-4 and it went to sudden death. Luckily we held our nerve and won 5-4 after 
7 penalties and made it to the final against St Michaels. In this match we ran 
out of steam and lost 3-1 but the boys showed great courage and 
sportsmanship throughout. I am delighted to say that as a result of getting 
through to the final we have qualified for the Dorset Schools Finals and the 
boys should be proud of such a positive afternoon. 
 
Year 7 Boys County Cup v Arnewood 
In the first round our boys got off to a tremendous start with a convincing 6-0 
win. In a fast flowing first half we raced into a 5-0 lead and produced some 
magnificent football. It was pleasing to see the lads pass and move so easily 
and we thoroughly deserved our win. Goals from Alfie (3), Josh, Wesley and 
Connor ensured our victory but I must pass on praise to a solid performance 
from George in defence where he was superb all afternoon. 
 
Year 8 Boys County Cup v Bournemouth Collegiate 
Unfortunately we lost in the first round to a strong team from Bournemouth 
Collegiate. We battled all afternoon but they were too strong for us. Praise 
must be given to Charlie, Josh, Busta and Jack for their committed 
performances. Finally Connor scored a great goal direct from a corner. Keep 
working hard lads and the success will soon follow. 
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Years 7 & 8 Girls County Cup v Bournemouth Collegiate 
In the first round of the Dorset Schools County Cup our Year 7&8 girls 
travelled to Arnewood School in New Milton on an extremely cold and wet 
Friday afternoon. The girls started positively and were soon 4-0 up in the first 
half. The match ended 6-1 in our favour and our goals were scored by Tegan, 
Molly, Hannah, Chloe, Lilly plus an own goal. It was the girls’ first ever 11 
aside match and for Holly and Kharis their first match for the football team. 
Superb work girls and I am pleased that your football skills were better than 
your singing in the mini bus! 
 

 


