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The articles of the United Nations Charter for the Rights of the child have been considered when creating 

this policy. 

This Policy document has been written to reflect current practices in place at Ferndown Middle School, it is 

implemented and endorsed as expected good practice by the Senior Leadership Team and the staff. 

Principles adopted at Ferndown Middle School 

Teaching is underpinned by the confidence that every pupil can improve. Teachers will, therefore, have 

high expectations of all pupils and will not place an artificial ceiling on learning. It is also important that 

parents, carers and the pupils themselves believe that they can achieve the success criteria and ask for 

help when they find that criteria difficult to meet. 

Learning Objective-WALT 

Marking and feedback begins with clear objectives. At Ferndown Middle School the learning objective (what 

the teacher intends pupils to learn), is referred to as ‘WALT’. 

Success Criteria 

How the pupil will demonstrate achievement of the Learning Objective. At Ferndown Middle School this is 

referred to as ‘WILF’ (e.g. what I’m Looking For is ……… a descriptive sentence with two adjectives and a 

metaphor). 

What does marking and feedback look like in the classroom at Ferndown Middle School? 

Effective marking and feedback should: 

Be related to the planned learning objectives and expressed in language accessible to the pupil. Wherever 

possible and appropriate live marking will take place in lessons. This will give the pupils instant feedback any 

feedback needs to enable the teacher to move the learning forward at an appropriate pace. 

 If a piece of work has been discussed with a pupil, the pupil or teacher should record on their work 

that a discussion has taken place using VF (Verbal Feedback). Expect to see a change in the work. 

 Written marking where appropriate leaves pupils with action points they are able to work on in the 

following lesson.  NOW will be used to phrase next steps, time must be provided for pupils to 

reflect on the marking and respond to comments. 

 Praise achievement and recognise effort and progress. Motivate pupils to carry their own learning 

forward. 

 Be frequent and regular and establish continuity in comments from one piece of work to the next. 

 The English marking key symbols should be used to highlight any common errors.(see below) 

 Spelling corrections and key words should be written out three times (maximum of 3).  

 

The teacher does not mark every aspect of the pupil’s work – only the aspects against which the pupil is 

being assessed.   
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Peer assessment 

Peer assessment is used as a clear planned part of the learning. The pupils will be given guidance and 

support to do this. Pupils will use a purple pen to do this.  

Self-Marking and editing 

Editing is an important part of marking and feedback. Pupils will be taught the skills needed for self-

marking and editing and they will be expected to check their work before the teacher completes any 

further marking. 

 

Monitoring 

 Subject Leaders will bring a sample of exercise books to Department meetings at intervals 

throughout the year to share good practice. 

 Regular scrutiny of pupils’ work will take place each term to ensure that the standard of marking is 

consistent across the department. 
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Appendix 1  

 

WALT and WILF examples 

The WILF may be done as a checklist, bullet points etc. e.g.: 

 Find the proportion of the circle represented by each sector 

 Draw the angles accurately 

 Label the sectors neatly and horizontally 

WALT (Learning Intention) 

I can draw acute angles accurately. 

WILF (Success Criteria) 

I can identify and explain what an acute angle is. 

I can measure an acute angle using a protractor. 

I can use a protractor correctly to draw an acute angle.  

Extension 

I can locate the acute angles from a range of angles.  

Challenge  

I can explain a method to identity an acute angle without a protractor.  

The teacher will also model what is expected as an outcome. 
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Appendix 2 

Marking symbols in the margin 

 Sp        spelling mistake word underlined. Write out 3 times 

 C          error with capital letter 

 P          punctuation error 

 T  tense 

 //          new paragraph 

          indent the first line of the new paragraph 

 ^           missing word 

 I           independent work 

 G         group work 
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Appendix 3 

Presentation Guidelines 

At Ferndown Middle School we want both pupils and staff to be proud of the pupils’ work books. 

There are guidelines that are non-negotiable and we expect every pupil to follow them. We expect all staff 

to encourage pupils to follow this guide. 

Pupil Responsibilities: 

1. The book covers and labels must not be drawn on or decorated in any way. 

2. Every lesson should start with the date written on the next available line and underlined with a 

ruler and a pen. 

3. The full date should be used in every subject except for maths. 

4. If there is a WALT or objective this should be written on the next line down and also underlined 

with a pen and ruler. 

5. Pupils should be using a fibre tip pen – blue or black. Biros are not acceptable. Felt pens should not 

be used in exercise books. If a map or diagram needs to be coloured then coloured pencils should 

be used. 

6. In maths, a pencil should be used at all times except when responding to a NOW comment and a 

purple pen is being used. 

7. Writing should start close to the margin. 

8. Pupils need to respond to NOW comments using a purple pen. 

9.  Pieces of work should be ruled off before starting the next piece. 

10.  There should not be large gaps left in books. 

11.  There are to be no ‘doodles’ in the books. 

12.  Handwriting should be legible and fluent – following the school policy. 

 

Staff responsibilities: 

1. All books to be labelled with a white sticky label and clearly named with the pupil’s tutor group, 

the subject and the teacher’s name. 

2. Marking is to be done using a green pen. 

3. Use the codes as agreed in the marking policy. 

4. Positive comments and praise should be routine. 

5. Anything that has to be stuck in should be trimmed to fit and stuck in carefully so that the paper 

does not stick out beyond the page. 

 


