Ferndown Middle School

Parent Weekly Newsletter w/c 1 December 2025

Dear Parents and Carers and Children,

Today marks the last school day in November; how quick is the year going? We have three full weeks left of the term which will soon pass by, and we will be moving
in 2026 before we know it! With this in mind | was fortunate to be part of the choir’s trip to the Laguna Hotel on Wednesday. Forty-five children from all year groups
took part in the trip to entertain a group of visitors from Swindon at the Laguna Hotel in Bournemouth. What an occasion it was with great songs, sing-a-longs,
wonderful playing from Mr Welcomme’s Orchestra and a visit from Santa bringing selection boxes for the children. Christmas really did arrive early for those
residents thanks to our children and Mr Welcomme.

It has been good to see our prefects settling into their roles with some today supporting our younger children in IT activities. To enhance the roles for children
across school we are enhancing the House System with a Head and Deputy of each House chosen from the children who apply from the roles. Each House will also
have members of staff as House leads to support their efforts with activities being arranged in the new year to earn house points for the who house with collective
rewards available in the summer term. We are also proposing having a local charity being represented by each House. Please chat with your children so they can
let the House leads and House Captains know so four local charities may benefit from some of the activities our Houses do over the year. I'm so looking forward to
getting this off the ground.

Thank you to those parents and children who have contacted me or come over to chat about the aspiration work with careers. We have a number of leads that we
are following up on, and | look forward to seeing some videos from our parents in the near future. Our first Job of the week was shared with the children this week
(a conservation stonemason) it was a good start to discussion in form time for the children but I’'m looking forward to seeing our community in action on the videos
in the near future. If you can support this let us know. Also, if you can support our Aspirations week 2-7th March 2026 please also get in touch.

Have a great last weekend of November see you on Monday in December!

Best wishes
Grant Hopkins
Interim Headteacher

Celebrating Student Success!

We are thrilled to share some amazing news about one of our pupils, Brooke in 6AM. Brooke has not only qualified for Crufts 2026, but she has also been invited
to try out for Team GB in February! This incredible achievement comes through her dedication to dog agility with her dog, Woody. Well done, Brooke!
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School News

Festive lunch and festive jumper/top

Festre LUNCH

This year's festive roast lunch will take place Thursday 18th December. Please could you order your child's lunch using this form by midday Friday 12th December.
If your child is eligible for Free School Meals, lunch will be free, but you must still place their food order by completing this form.

Each year group will eat together, so they can be with their friends, and they can wear a festive jumper/top with their normal uniform on this day. The cost of the
lunch is £2.95 and payment will be taken from your child’s ParentMail lunch account on 18th December.

The following options are available:
e Meat option 1: Turkey, sausage wrapped in bacon, skin on roasties, parsnips, carrots, peas, stuffing and gravy
e Meat option 2: Turkey, VEGAN sausage, skin on roasties, parsnips, carrots, peas, stuffing and gravy
e Vegetarian option: Nutless roast, vegan sausage, roast potatoes, carrots, peas, sprouts and gravy
e Special dietary requirement option (this can be requested on the form)

Please note there will be no other food available from the school kitchen this day. On this week, our normal roast day (Wednesday) will be replaced with the
Thursday menu.
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Nut Free School

We would like to remind all families that our school is a nut-free environment. This policy is in place to ensure the safety and well-being of
all pupils and staff, as some individuals have severe nut allergies that can cause life-threatening reactions.

People who suffer from nut allergies can develop a severe, potentially life-threatening allergic reaction. If someone has a nut allergy it is
not just eating nuts that can cause a severe reaction, just being touched on the skin or smelling the breath of someone who has had nuts
or a product containing nuts can trigger anaphylactic shock (which can cause breathing and swallowing difficulties).

Please ensure that you do not send your child into school with any nut-based product for a snack or packed lunch. For example:

e chocolate or sweet bars containing nuts e.g. Nutella, Dubai chocolate or Bueno bars
e satay sauces (we are aware that some can be nut free)
e packs of nuts
e spreads, e.g. chocolate, Nutella or peanut butter spread
e cereal bars containing nuts
e biscuit containing nuts
e any homemade meals for packed lunches that are made with nuts.
e cakes containing nuts
This list is not exhaustive, so please check the packaging of products closely. These products should be saved for home to help us keep everyone safe.

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated in helping us maintain a safe environment for everyone. If you have any questions or need guidance on suitable alternatives,
please do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Thank you for your support with this.
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FMS Photogrphy Advent Calendar | [0 2.Green i

Get ready to capture the magic of Christmas! 3.Decorations 5CB

-~ Each tutor group will be given a festive theme Oy 4.Lights 5KZ
to photograph — from twinkling lights to . 5.Jumpers 55D
family & friends. oA : 6.Elf 6JS

! ) 7. Star 6AM

8.Xmas Food 6DB
9.Snow & Snowflakes 6MH

The best photo from each group will feature
in our brand-new Photography Gallery
Advent Calendar, with one image revealed
each school day in December. 10.Tree 6MHK
11.Sparkle TMM

~”‘|
& Bl g , 12. Family S
E PSS ! 13.Friends 7MO
% e 14.Cosy & Warm

7FS
There are 18 days to fill — so grab your cameras, get ' 15.Frosty & cold 7SW
‘m creative, and help us make this December truly 16.Nature 8JB

picture-perfect! 17.Silver & Gold
Send your photos into your tutor via 3 KD & BoaM

\ \ class chars to collect . ' 8AC & 8PM
EN -
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Wellbeing

'. ~What Pa Parents EducatorskNeed to Know about

= sac IAI/:ME DIA SCAM!

shopping offers or invites to.complete d quiz and earn a particular reward. In some cases, however, these links lead to
—_illegitimate sites or ask for personal details - a ploy to capture sensitive information, which scammers then explait.

. on any socual medlo platfonn, you’II often come across Ilnks to various websnes They mlght mclude excluswe onllne

On any social media platform, you’ll often come across links to genuine-looking websites. They might publicise an exclusive offer for one of your favourite shops or
invite you to complete a quiz in return for a particular reward. In some cases, however, clicking on these links takes you to a fake website where you're asked to
provide your personal details. In these instances, the whole enterprise is a ploy to capture sensitive information, such as your email address and password, which
the scammers then exploit at your expense.

In this week’s guide, you'll find tips on helping young people to avoid potential risks such as phishing scams, untrustworthy URLs and 'payment first' scams.
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Mr Higgins

Multi Sports BESTaRS

Mr Higgins Fun Fitness Club
@ Ferndown Middle School

This session is all about making fitness fun, engaging, and accessible for every
child. Through a wide variety of exciting games and challenges, children will be
moving constantly

| believe it's vital to give children a positive relationship with fitness from a young
age. This club is designed to build that mindset early—with energy, enthusiasm
and enjoyment leading the way. All sessions will be inclusive of ability. Let's
make Thursday afternoons one of the best hours of their week

Activities & Skills

@& Agility - Balance - Coordination Sl 4
o Speed @mvhigginsmultisports

& Circuits | Bootcamps | Challenges

Ferndown

FUN - FITNESS - FAIR PLAY REINFORCED (&) _ Mede
Jan 8,15,22,29 Mar: 5,12. 19,26

Thursdays 3. ., 5%
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Below are some of the key dates for the next term.

Mon 15 December Christmas Concert performance to KS2 and KS3
Wed 17 December Christmas Concert performance to parents

Thurs 18 December School Festive Lunch and Festive Jumper/Top Day
Fri 19 December Last day of term, 1.30pm finish

Mon 5 January 2026 First day of the new term

Wed 20 January Yr 5 Trip to Winchester Science Museum

21 January — 23 January Royal Navy with Year 7

2 March —7 March Aspiration” Week

Mon 11 —Thurs 14 May KS2 SATS —Year 6
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Extra-curricular clubs — Autumn Term 2

Football — Year 6 Boys 30 mins 12.10-12.40 Field MW
Library - All Years ) )
Monday Lunchtime Max ?(/) children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books >0 mins K5212.05-12.55 | Library GB
Homework Club — KS3 25 mins 13.00—-13.25 PA9 MT
Sing Group — KS3 25 mins 1.00-1.25 Music Room SW
Rippa Rugby — All years (External paid club .
htFt)pF:s://Wg\N\\/(/.rippaz/rugby(.co.uk/scholbook)ing 1w 3.20-4.20 Al Exiteitie]
Orchestra — Invite only 1 hour 3.20-4.20 Music Room SW
Monday After School Tennis — All years (External paid club Ferndown Tennis
! Collection oZtside(the schocF))I recepti)on office. https://www.live4tennis.co.uk 1w 3.20-4.20 Courts Exiteitie]
Homework Club — All years 1 hour 3.20-4.20 Library GB
Warhammer — All Years 1 hour 3.20-4.20 LA8/LA9 AM
Board Games - KS3 30 mins 1.00-1.50 LA17 AC
Library - All Years 50 mins KS2 12.05 - 12.55 oy B
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 20 mins KS3 1.30 - 1.50
Football — KS3 boys 25 mins 13.00—-13.25 Field JB/SG
Tuesday Lunchtime Homework Club — KS3 25 mins 13.00 - 13.25 PAS MT
Computers —Year 7 & 8
Drop-in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects (Strictly NO | 30 mins 1.00-1.30 PA3 MM
GAMES)
Fun Science — Year 7 30 mins 1.15-1.45 PA2 LB/KD
Dodgeball — All years (External paid club
httpf://bookwh:;n.cor(n/teamthzmespor)tscoaching L reur 3.20-4.20 Syl Biteitie]
Iitesdayaftensenoct Paragon Football — All yeas 1 hour 3.20-4.20 Field External
Homework Club — All years 1 hour 3.20-4.20 Library GB
Football — Year 5 Boys 30 mins 12.10-12.40 Field N
CLICIECIRGES . . _ _ 50 mins KS2 12.05 - 12.55 | Library GB
Wednesday Lunchtime Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books .
Basketball — KS3 25 mins 13.00 - 13.25 Gym SG
Football — KS3 Girls 25 mins 13.00-13.25 Field JB
Homework Club — KS3 25 mins 13.00-13.25 PA9 MT
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Mr Higgins Multi Sports Club All years (External paid club)

Wednesday After School Call/ Message: 07980 301728 1 hour 3.20-4.20 Playground External
Sports Leaders —Year 8 30 mins 12.15-12.45 Gym KB
Board Games - KS2 30 mins 12.05-12.55 LA17 AC
Library - All Years 50 mins KS2 12.05 - 12.55 Library GB
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 20 mins KS31.30-1.50

Thursday Lunchtime Tag Rugby — KS2 25 mins 12.25-12.50 Field MH
Homework Club — KS3 25 mins 13.00 - 13.25 PA9 MT
The Ark — KS2
With Miriam Biggs local youth worker. A club where they explore the Christian faith 25 mins 12.05 —12.30 LA9 MB/VG
through games, crafts, and fun
Football — KS2 Girls 30 mins 12.10-12.40 Field MW
Netball — KS3 1 hour 3.20—-4.20 Gym/Playground KB/JB

Thursday After school 2/;ll/_l:\g/lil?:ag:;?geg;gllu7bzgu Ve {Esienme] el elvls) 1 hours 3.20—-4.20 Playground External
Wargaming — KS3 1 hour 3.30-4.20 LA17 AC
Computers —Year 6
Drop-in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects 20 mins 12.10-12.30 PA3 MM
(Strictly NO GAMES)
Computers —Year 5
Drop in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects (Strictly NO | 20 mins 12.30-12.50 PA3 MM
GAMES)

Friday Lunchtime Library - All Years 50 mins KS2 12.05 - 12.55 ey GB
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 20 mins KS3 1.20-1.50
Touch (T1) Rugby - KS3 30 mins 1.00-1.30 Field AC
Spanish — KS2 20 mins 12.05-12.25 LA11 FS
Singing — KS2 25 mins 12.05-12.30 Music Room MB
Music Theatre — All years 25 mins 1.00-1.225 Music Room SW
Homework Club — KS3 25 mins 13.00-13.25 PA9 MT
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Please note the following:

Please read through the options with your child and ensure they are clear on where the club is held and the joining instructions.

Please be aware that it is the parent’s responsibility to ensure the child knows that they are attending an after-school club.
— Parental permission is required for your child to attend an after-school club, please use this link to confirm your consent.

— Ifapupilis absent from the club and we have not received prior notification, the school office will first check to see if the child has been absent from school, and
if not, a text message will be sent home to inform parents/carers promptly.

— Please make arrangements to collect children following an after-school club and make sure that the child is aware of these arrangements.
— We will endeavour not to cancel after-school clubs at short notice - if however, this is necessary; either ParentMail, telephone call, or SMS will notify parents.

— External club arrangements are with the club and not the school.
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