
Ferndown Middle School 
Parent Weekly Newsletter w/c 2 February 2026 

 

 

Page 1 of 10 

Headteacher’s comment 

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils, 

Thank to you all for the efforts to get the children into school this week. I was so pleased to see that the weather forecast that resulted in Dorset Council 
cancelling their transport did not materialise. We had well over 90% of children in school therefore we stepped down the use of work on Class Charts and 
allowed the teachers to teach those in their classes. 

I need to give a big thank you to the parents who came to the PTA meeting on Monday. The starting up of a PTA is a hard thing to do but I’m sure we will be 
able to move forward positively with the enthusiasm shown by those who came. We will see some events in the near future that will be joint PTA and school-
based events which will start the ball rolling to enable more recruitment of parents to support the PTA moving forward. If you want to be part of this, just email 
the office and we will be in touch. 

Last week we had a near miss on two occasions with one child not looking and stepping out into the road without looking and one crossing the road on their 
bike without looking at a car crossing. Please remind your children about the importance of keeping safe when crossing the road. 

Finally, I need to thank the Royal Navy Personnel who came to school last week to work with our Year 7’s it was great to see the groups working in a way that 
hugely complimented our SEL curriculum work that all children across the school undertake. SEL activities are proven to provide benefits to children and 
improve their behaviour, relationships and learning on of the governors asked me about it this week and I sent the following through to them which highlights 
some of the research behind this type learning. https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/primary-sel  We look 
forward to March when the Royal Navy return to work with the Year 8 Children. 

Have a great weekend everyone, I hope that the weather improves and you can get out and about with your children this weekend and have a device free 
weekend as possible. 

Have a great weekend! 

Grant Hopkins 

Headteacher 

 
 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/primary-sel
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School News 

Year 6 SATS Information Evening 

On Wednesday 4th February, at 5.00pm, we will be hosting a SATs information evening for all parents and carers (children should not attend). The 
evening will begin with a short presentation followed by an opportunity to ask any questions and speak to your child’s tutor. As a result, the 
information evening should end by around 5.45pm.  

The presentation will cover the following:  

− The purpose of SATs and how the information they give us is used by us and secondary schools.  

− The papers your child will be expected to complete and the types of questions they will be expected to answer.  

− How we as a school, and you as parents and carers, can help to support your child in the lead up to the SATs.  

For those of you who are unable to attend, we will make sure that the presentation is sent out via ParentMail.  

Mrs Draper, Head of Year 6 

 

 

 

We are aware that some pupils have experienced difficulties logging in to their EdShed accounts. A short login guide has been shared in school and is 
being used in tutor rooms to help pupils log in correctly. 

The most common issue is pupils selecting “School Username” instead of “Global Username / Email” when logging in.  

If your child is still unable to log in to EdShed, please contact logins@fernmid.dorset.sch.uk or speak to the school office for support. 

For issues logging in to other student platforms (such as Times Tables Rock Stars or Sparx Homework), parents/carers can also 
email logins@fernmid.dorset.sch.uk. 

Please note that all Arbor-related enquiries should go through the school office or the finance team for payment queries. 

IT Support 
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Careers 

 

 

Careers talk 

On Thursday, Ferndown Middle School welcomed former student Megan Johnstone, who returned to share her career 

journey.  

She spoke about how her ambitions evolved, from dreaming of becoming a police officer to launching her own thriving 

cleaning business, Pro Clean Commercials, at just 19.  

Her talk inspired our students and encouraged them to recognise that it’s never too early to start thinking about the 

path they want to pursue. 

 

‘Take Me to Work’ Day for Year 8 students 

Please look out for a letter early next week for details of the ‘Take me to work’ for our year 8 

students. This opportunity will allow students to spend a day at their parents’/carers’ workplace, 

shadowing them and learning about their job role.  It will give the students valuable experience 

of the world of work, which in addition to preparing them in the long term for their entry into the 

workplace, will also prepare them for their future work experience placements. 

If you are unable to arrange a workplace visit for your child on the day, we will provide work- 

related learning activities in school. 
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       Student Success        

Congratulations 

A huge well done to Will in 

7SW for an outstanding 

achievement at the 

weekend! 

Will competed in the 

‘100% Mini Downhill’ 

mountain biking event at 

the Forest of Dean—his 

first event of the year—

and delivered an incredible 

performance.  

He won first place in the 

Rippers category, finishing 

1st out of 31 riders. 

What a fantastic start to 

the season and a brilliant 

example of determination 

and talent.  

Well done, Will—we are all 

very proud of you! 
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Wellbeing 

 
 

Children and young people are increasingly turning to social media for mental health advice, but much of what they encounter online is unverified, 
oversimplified or misleading. This guide explores why platforms like TikTok and Instagram have become go-to sources, and how misuse of clinical 
language and viral trends can distort children and young people’s understanding of mental health.  

This week’s guide offers clear, expert-led strategies to counter misinformation. The guide looks at topics such as encouraging open conversations, 
identifying reliable sources, and strengthening school–home collaboration. Use this information to build young people’s critical thinking, resilience 
and confidence in seeking appropriate professional help when needed.  
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Key dates  
 

4 February Year 6 SATS Information Evening 

16 – 20 February February half-term 

24 February Year 8 HPV vaccinations 

5 March World Book Day 

17 and 18 March Book Looks 

20 March Mexicolore visiting Year 5 

27 March Last day of term, 2.00 pm finish 

26 April Tutor group and year 8 photographs (Fraser Portraits) 

11 –14 May KS2 SATS – Year 6 

18 – 22 May Aspiration’ Week 

22 – 24 June Year 8 Residential at PGL 
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Extra-curricular clubs – Spring Term 1 

Day Club Duration Times Room/Area Leader 

Monday Lunchtime 

Football – Year 6 Boys 30 mins 12.10 - 12.40 Field MW 

Library – KS2 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 12.05 - 12.55 Library GB 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

Sing Group – KS3 25 mins 1.00 – 1.25 Music Room SW 

Monday After School 

Rippa Rugby – All years (External paid club)  
Welcome to Rippa Rugby | Rugby Coaching and Consultancy in Dorset 

1 hour 3.20 - 4.20 Field External 

Orchestra – Invite only  1 hour  3.20 - 4.20  Music Room  SW  

Tennis – All years (External paid club)  
Collection outside the school reception office. https://www.live4tennis.co.uk  

1 hour 3.20 - 4.20  
Ferndown Tennis 
Courts 

External 

Homework Club – All years 1 hour 3.20 - 4.20  Library GB 

Warhammer – All Years 1 hour 3.20 - 4.20 LA8/LA9 AM 

Tuesday Lunchtime 

Board Games - KS3 30 mins 1.00 - 1.50 LA17 AC 

Library - All Years 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 
20 mins 

KS2 12.05 - 12.55 
KS3 1.30 - 1.50 

Library GB 

Football – KS3 boys 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 Field JB/SG 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

Computers – Year 7 and 8 
Drop-in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects (Strictly 
NO GAMES) 

30 mins 1.00 – 1.30 PA3 MM 

Fun Science – Year 7 30 mins 1.15 – 1.45 PA2 LB/KD 

Tuesday After School 

Dodgeball – All years (External paid club) 
https://bookwhen.com/teamthemesportscoaching  

1 hour 3.20–4.20  Gym/Hall External 

Paragon Football – All yeas 1 hour 3.20–4.20  Field External 

Homework Club – All years 1 hour 3.20–4.20  Library GB 

Wednesday Lunchtime 

Football – Year 5 Boys 30 mins 12.10 – 12.40 Field JS 

Library – KS2 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 12.05 - 12.55 Library GB 

Basketball – KS3  25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 Gym SG 

Football – KS3 Girls 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 Field JB 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

https://www.ripparugby.co.uk/Course/16720
https://www.live4tennis.co.uk/service-page/mon-3-30-4-30pm-ferndown-mid-apr-may25?referral=service_list_widget
https://bookwhen.com/teamthemesportscoaching#focus=ev-skms-20250422152500
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Thursday Lunchtime 

Sports Leaders – Year 8  30 mins 12.15–12.45 Gym KB 

Board Games - KS2 30 mins 12.05 – 12.55 LA17  AC 

Library - All Years 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 
20 mins 

KS2 12.05 - 12.55 
KS3 1.30 – 1.50 

Library GB 

Tag Rugby – KS2 25 mins 12.25 – 12.50  Field MH 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

The Ark – KS2 
With Miriam Biggs local youth worker. A club where they explore the Christian faith 

through games, crafts, and fun  
25 mins 12.05 – 12.30 LA9 MB/VG 

Football – KS2 Girls 30 mins 12.10 – 12.40 Field/Gym MW 

Thursday After school 

Netball – KS3 1 hour 3.20 – 4.20  Gym/Playground KB/JB 

Mr Higgins Fun Fitness Club All years (External paid club) 
Call/ Message: 07980 301728 

1 hours 3.20 – 4.20 Playground External 

Wargaming – KS3 1 hour 3.30 – 4.20  LA17 AC 

Friday Lunchtime 
 

Computers – Year 6 
Drop-in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects 
(Strictly NO GAMES) 

20 mins 12.10 – 12.30 PA3 MM 

Computers – Year 5 
Drop in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects (Strictly 
NO GAMES) 

20 mins 12.30 – 12.50 PA3 MM 

Library - All Years 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 
20 mins 

KS2 12.05 - 12.55 
KS3 1.20 – 1.50 

Library GB 

Touch (T1) Rugby - KS3 30 mins 1.00 – 1.30 Field AC 

Spanish – KS2 20 mins 12.05 – 12.25 LA11 FS 

Singing – KS2 25 mins 12.05 – 12.30 Music Room MB 

Music Theatre – All years  25 mins 1.00 – 1.225 Music Room SW 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 
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Please note the following: 

− Please read through the options with your child and ensure they are clear on where the club is held and the joining instructions. 

− Please be aware that it is the parent’s responsibility to ensure the child knows that they are attending an after-school club. 

− Parental permission is required for your child to attend an after-school club, please use this link to confirm your consent.  

− If a pupil is absent from the club and we have not received prior notification, the school office will first check to see if the child has been absent from 
school, and if not, a text message will be sent home to inform parents/carers promptly.  

− Please make arrangements to collect children following an after-school club and make sure that the child is aware of these arrangements. 

− We will endeavour not to cancel after-school clubs at short notice - if however, this is necessary; either ParentMail, telephone call, or SMS will notify parents. 

− External club arrangements are with the club and not the school. 

 
 
 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/stHxPYDfPU

