
Year 6 SATs 2026 Presentation for 
Parents & Carers



What will be covered in this presentation?
• What are SATs?
• When do SATs take place?
• What will SATs look like for my child?
• What are the timings and marks available for each 

paper?
• Raw scores, scaled score, judgements and what these 

mean.
• What do the SATs papers look like in more detail?
• How are we supporting your child to prepare for SATs?
• How can I support my child to prepare for SATs?
• How will SATs results be used?



What are SATs ?
What does SATs stand for?
SATs stands for 'Standard Assessment Tests'.

What are SATs for Year 6?
Year 6 SATs are tests in Maths and English that take place in May, when children are nearing the
end of Year 6 and the primary phase of their education.
SATs assessments are in reading; maths; grammar, punctuation and spelling.
Writing is also assessed, but this is based on the writing your child has produced all year and is
not based on a test.

What is the purpose of SATs?
SATs measure children's academic ability against the expectations set out in the Key Stage 2
National Curriculum.



When do SATs take place?



What will SATs look like for my child in school?
• Each test will take place in a classroom in normal school hours.

• Pupils will be expected to work under test conditions (silence).

• Some pupils will need adaptations (extra time, movement/rest 
breaks etc.)

• Papers are marked externally

• Mocks have been completed under these conditions to prepare 
pupils for the real thing in May.



English
MarksTimeQuestionsPaper

5060 minutes38Reading

2015 minutes20 wordsSpelling Test

5045 minutes50Grammar and 
Punctuation 
Paper

The marks for the spelling paper are combined with the grammar 
and punctuation paper to combine a score out of 70.



Mathematics

MarksTimeQuestionsPaper

4030 minutes36Arithmetic

3540 minutes20Reasoning 1

3540 minutes20Reasoning 2

110 marks overall across all three papers.



Raw Scores, Scaled Scores and Judgements 
Once the paper has been marked, the examiner will issue the 
following:

• Raw score (total number of marks)

• A scaled score (ranges from 80 to 120)

• A judgement on whether the National Standard has been met 
(Working Towards, Expected, Greater Depth).

• Results are received by the school in July and these will be 
sent to you as part of your child’s school report.



20252024
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%Raw 
Score

%Raw 
Score

%Raw 
Score

%Raw 
Score

80%4056%2880%4054%27Reading

77%5450%3576%5351%36GPS

86%9553%5885%9349%54Maths

Raw Scores and Scaled Scores 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and 
securing their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:
• Grammatical terms/ word classes;
• Functions of sentences;
• Combining words, phrases and clauses;
• Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
• Punctuation;
• Vocabulary;
• Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal 
answers. 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example questions: 

11



over

e.g. We were disturbed by the noise of the traffic.

In questions such as these, 
incorrect punctuation and 
misspellings are not 
accepted.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  
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Reading
The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading 
material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read. 
These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;
● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole; 
● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
● Make comparisons within the text. 



Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Reading 

Example questions:
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Reading 

Example questions:
3 mark question
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including 
order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with 
decimals and fractions. 

Example questions: 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1 mark questions: 
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7.680
+ 13.493.

21.173 
1  1  1 21.173

Mental method: 
Using known fact of 64 ÷ 8 = 8

80

33 = 27
2 + 27 = 29

29

1
3 = 

4
12

5
12 + 

4
12 = 

9
12

9

12



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2 mark question: 
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Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 14th May and paper 3 will take place on Thursday 
15th May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 
well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide 
range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,
● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);
● The four operations;
● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
● Statistics;
● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
● Algebra;
● Ratio and proportion;
● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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2

3,500 to 4,499

815,000 to 824,999

4

6



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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How are we preparing your child for SATs?

• Mock SATs

• Identifying gaps in the curriculum

• Teaching strategies and skills to build confidence

• Discussions and social stories to reassure children and how we 
can help them.

• Support with reading and maths interventions



How can I help to prepare my child for SATs?
• Avoid completing any past papers with your child (2023 

onwards).

• Encourage the completion of, and effort in, homework.

• Silent reading to build stamina.

• Times-tables practise (TTRockstars)

• Secure procedural knowledge of the four operations in Maths.

• Spelling (Spelling Shed).



How will SATs results be used?
As a middle school, we will use the results to help us to address any 
gaps and support needed for Year 7.

Secondary schools are told their incoming pupils’ scaled SATs scores. 
Many secondary schools use SATs scores to help with setting and 
streaming.

Your child’s SATs scores are also used to predict their GCSE grades.

Secondary schools are mindful that SATs only measure ability in English 
and Maths and consequently most do their own tests in different 
subject areas.



Q&A


