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Headteacher’s comment 

Dear Parents and Carers and Members of the Ferndown Middle School Community 

As we reach the end of a busy and rewarding term, I want to express my sincere thanks for your continued support. It has been wonderful to see our pupils thriving, 
trying new experiences, and embracing every opportunity that has come their way. That includes the fantastic Urban Heath Day that our Year 8’s experienced on 
26 March 2026. Thanks to the team who supported and our local fire brigade including our parent fire fighter for making the day so good and informative. 

This week, we say farewell to Mrs Finch and Mrs Jackson, who are moving on to new adventures, and a reminder that Mr Chase will be leaving us on 30th April. We 
thank them all for their dedication to our school community and wish them the very best for the future. 

Our Year 7 netball team played their final league games last night, and what a fantastic afternoon it was. Five pupils represented the school for the very first time 
and did so with confidence and enthusiasm. Winning three out of four matches was an impressive achievement and a credit to the whole team. A big thanks to Mrs 
Burton for her expert coaching of the Team and Mr Beck in supporting the driving of the bus to the games. Well done girls! I am looking forward in celebrating more 
sporting successes as the year moves on. 

As we head into the Easter break, I want to thank you once again for your partnership, encouragement and support throughout the term. It makes such a significant 
difference to the experiences and successes of our pupils. Research tells us that regular positive conversations about school experiences really do support children’s 
attainment. I hope to have more positive conversations with you soon. It was great having informal chats with many over the course of the recent Parent’s Evenings.  

I also need to inform parents that we limit the children to buying one juice/milkshake drink per day, there is limitless water available through lunchtimes and the 
day in general but the 65p drinks are limited to one per day. 

Wishing you all a wonderful, restful and enjoyable Easter holiday. I hope the break brings time with loved ones, moments of calm and, hopefully, a little spring 
sunshine. 

Warm regards 
 
Grant Hopkins 
Interim Headteacher 
 
PS: Updated extra-curricular club list for the summer term can be found at the end of the newsletter. 
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School News 

Arbor 

We are aware that some emails sent via Arbor are being delivered to your junk or spam folders. We are working closely with Arbor to resolve this issue and hope 
that emails will soon reach your inbox as normal. Thank you for your patience while we work to fix this. 

Trips 

o Year 6 Reward Day to Moors Valley is confirmed for Friday 15th May, please remember to complete the consent form link sent out via Arbor by Tuesday 
14th April. 

o Year 7 Lulworth & Corfe Castle trip is on Friday 5th June. Consent form and payment to be made by Thursday 30th April please via Arbor. 

o Year 8 whole year group trip to Bournemouth University on either Monday 18th May or Thursday 21st May. Please remember to sign up on the free trip via 
the trips link in Arbor as soon as possible, letter sent out indicates which day their child is going on. 

o Year 8 Residential to PGL Little Canada, next instalment due on 31st March and please make sure you sign up to the trip on Arbor. 

Easter Raffle 

We raised a fantastic £407 towards the school reward scheme; the lucky winners of the 2 hampers are Millie (Y7) and Freddie (5). 

Breakfast Club & After School Club 

Registration is open via Arbor for the Summer 1 Term. Please can all parents please ensure balances are paid as soon as possible.  

Sainsburys 

We are delighted to share that our local Sainsbury’s in Ferndown has generously donated Easter eggs for our wonderful Teaching Assistants 
(Tas). The SEND team recently wrote to Sainsbury’s to highlight the incredible dedication, hard work, and positive impact our TAs have on 
our children every day. In response, Sainsbury’s kindly gifted Easter eggs as a gesture of appreciation.  

We are incredibly grateful for their support and for everything our TAs do for our pupils in our school. 

Guess the baby photo 

Thank you for all the donations that we received for our guess the staff baby photo charity event. We raised over £150 for Kestrel's chosen charity - Julia's House. 
The overall winners were Ava and Scarlett in year 8 who won a big Easter egg and 150 points for their house!  
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Spring Photo Competition 

With a sprinkling of sunshine and the start of some warmer weather (or at least a hint) it has been wonderful to see so many students taking part in the Spring 
Photography competition and getting out and about with their cameras. 

A huge congratulations and heartfelt thank you to all the students who took part, we were treated to a wonderful collection of photographs capturing nature, 
wildlife, and a wide range of creative interpretations. The thought and imagination behind each entry were truly impressive.  

Our wildlife selection included rabbits, cats, geckos, bees, dogs, deer and even an elephant! With so many beautiful submissions, choosing the winners has been 
an incredibly difficult decision. Every student should feel proud of their work and the creativity they brought to the challenge.  

The winners from all the year groups are on the following page. 

A PPT with all the entries and winners is attached. Happy Easter, Mrs Drew 
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Pupil successes 
 

Aimee in year 5 has made an impressive start to 
the 2026 motocross season on her Yamaha 65cc, 
demonstrating real determination and talent. 
 
We look forward to following her achievements 
as she competes at events across the country 
throughout the year. 
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Ginny in year 6 has recently passed her Grade 

4 Singing for Musical Theatre exam with Merit 

(ABRSM Level 2 Certificate) 
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‘Beat the Teacher’ 🎮  

As part of our school charity initiative, Lark House is excited to announce our upcoming event: ‘Beat the Teacher’             

This event will be raising money for the John Thornton Young Achievers Foundation, with 100% of the proceeds going to this amazing, close to home, charity.  

Pupils will have the opportunity to take on:  

¶ Mrs Morris/Mrs Lloyd on Mario Kart (Nintendo)  - PA3 

¶ Mr Wyeth on FC25 (5-minute matches)  - LA4  

Each game will cost (minimum) £1 per entry, and every attempt will earn pupils*: 

¶ House-points  

¶ Pupils who 'Beat the Teacher' will be entered into a raffle to win prizes such as GAME or Amazon vouchers. 

*Pupils may be subject to limited entries, based on the popularity of the event. We will wait and see...   

Sign-up sheets will be sent out during the first week back of Summer 1 term, with the event running across: 

¶ Week beginning 20th April  

¶ Week beginning 27th April.  

Posters and announcements will go out next week, on Class Charts, Arbor and presentation posters to be put around school/ shown in tutor time.  

We are looking forward to a fun, competitive event that supports a fantastic cause while giving pupils something exciting to get involved in. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Wyeth and Mrs Morris  

Lark House  
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Wellbeing 

 
Staying safe on our roads isn’t just a skill — it’s a lifelong habit. It is crucial to learn key strategies for helping children navigate streets safely and confidently, from 
practising journeys together to teaching them how to choose the safest crossing points.  

This week’s guide has collaborated with THINK! to offer real-world advice on issues like the dangers of parked vehicles, reversing cars and mobile phone 
distractions — it’s an invaluable tool for people who want to help young people travel independently without compromising their safety. 

Screen Time 

Screens are part of everyday life for young families. With 98% of two-year-olds watching screens daily, 
avoiding them altogether isn’t realistic – but managing them well can make a difference to how young 
children grow and develop.  

Here’s what you need to know about the government’s new free guidance for parents.  

Read the new post: https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/03/new-advice-for-parents-on-screen-
time-for-young-children/ 

 
 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/03/new-advice-for-parents-on-screen-time-for-young-children/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/03/new-advice-for-parents-on-screen-time-for-young-children/
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Key dates  
 

24 April Tutor group and year 8 photographs (Fraser Portraits) 

23 April Year 8 residential info eve. 6.00 - 6.30 pm 

1 May  School Nursing drop 8.45 – 12.00 

11 –14 May KS2 SATS – Year 6 

15 May Year 6 Moors Valley celebration 

18 – 22 May Aspiration’ Week 

18 May and 21 May Y8 Bournemouth University Trips 

19 May Y5 Explore the Orchestra – The Lighthouse 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 

1 June Year 5 Dorset Health Partnership 

5 June Year 7 Trip to Lulworth Castle 

10 June Year 7 FUS Sports Morning 

11 June Charity Fun Run 

15 June Aspirations week 

22 – 24 June Year 8 Residential at PGL 

26 June Transfer Day 

29 June Training Day – School Closed 

1 July Sports Day 
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Extra-curricular clubs – Summer Term  

Day Club Duration Times Room/Area Leader 

Monday Lunchtime 
Library – KS2 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 12.05 - 12.55 Library GB 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

Monday After School 

Rippa Rugby – All years (External paid club)  
Welcome to Rippa Rugby | Rugby Coaching and Consultancy in Dorset 

1 hour 3.20 - 4.20 Field External 

Orchestra – Invite only  1 hour  3.20 - 4.20  Music Room  SW  

Tennis – All years (External paid club)  
Collection outside the school reception office. https://www.live4tennis.co.uk  

1 hour 3.20 - 4.20  
Ferndown Tennis 
Courts 

External 

Library Homework Club – All years – Booking via Arbor 1 hour 3.20 - 4.20  Library GB 

Warhammer – All Years 1 hour 3.20 - 4.20 LA8/LA9 CH 

Tuesday Lunchtime 

Board Games - KS3 up to 27 April 30 mins 1.00 - 1.50 LA17 AC 

Library - All Years 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 
20 mins 

KS2 12.05 - 12.55 
KS3 1.30 - 1.50 

Library GB 

Cricket – KS3  25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 Field JB/JS 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

Computers – Year 7 and 8 
Drop-in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects (Strictly 
NO GAMES) 

30 mins 1.00 – 1.30 PA3 MM 

Tuesday After School 

Dodgeball – All years (External paid club) 
https://bookwhen.com/teamthemesportscoaching  

1 hour 3.20–4.20  Gym/Hall External 

Paragon Football – All yeas  1 hour 3.20–4.20  Field External 

Library Homework Club – All years – Booking via Arbor 1 hour 3.20–4.20  Library GB 

Wednesday Lunchtime 

Library – KS2 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 12.05 - 12.55 Library GB 

Volleyball – KS3  25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 Gym SG 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

KS3 Singing Group 25 mins 1.00-1.25 PA1 SW 

Thursday Lunchtime 

Sports Leaders – Year 8  30 mins 12.15–12.45 Gym KB 

Board Games - KS2 up to 30th April 30 mins 12.05 – 12.55 LA17  AC 

Library - All Years 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 
20 mins 

KS2 12.05 - 12.55 
KS3 1.30 – 1.50 

Library GB 

https://www.ripparugby.co.uk/Course/16720
https://www.live4tennis.co.uk/service-page/mon-3-30-4-30pm-ferndown-mid-apr-may25?referral=service_list_widget
https://bookwhen.com/teamthemesportscoaching#focus=ev-skms-20250422152500
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Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

The Ark – KS2 
With Miriam Biggs local youth worker. A club where they explore the Christian faith 
through games, crafts, and fun  

25 mins 12.05 – 12.30 LA9 MB/VG 

Thursday After school 

Athletics – All years 1 hour 3.20 – 4.20  Gym/Playground KB/JB 

Mr Higgins Fun Fitness Club All years (External paid club) 
Call/ Message: 07980 301728 

1 hours 3.20 – 4.20 Playground External 

Wargaming – KS3 up to 30  April 1 hour 3.30 – 4.20  LA17 AC 

Friday Lunchtime 
 

Computers – Year 5 and 6 
Drop-in Session - Completing classwork, Homework, Printing, Creating projects 
(Strictly NO GAMES) 

20 mins 12.05 – 12.35 PA3 MM 

Library - All Years 
Max 30 children, quiet reading, choosing, renewing and returning books 

50 mins 
20 mins 

KS2 12.05 - 12.55 
KS3 1.20 – 1.50 

Library GB 

Touch (T1) Rugby - KS3 up to 24 April 30 mins 1.00 – 1.30 Field AC 

Spanish – KS2 20 mins 12.05 – 12.25 LA11 FS 

Singing – KS2 25 mins 12.05 – 12.30 Music Room MB 

Music Theatre – All years  25 mins 1.00 – 1.25 Music Room SW 

Homework Club – KS3 25 mins 13.00 – 13.25 LA14 MT 

Please note the following: 

- Please read through the options with your child and ensure they are clear on where the club is held and the joining instructions. 

- Please be aware that it is the parent’s responsibility to ensure the child knows that they are attending an after-school club. 

- Parental permission is required for your child to attend an after-school club, please use this link to confirm your consent.  

- If a pupil is absent from the club and we have not received prior notification, the school office will first check to see if the child has been absent from 
school, and if not, a text message will be sent home to inform parents/carers promptly.  

- Please make arrangements to collect children following an after-school club and make sure that the child is aware of these arrangements. 

- We will endeavour not to cancel after-school clubs at short notice - if however, this is necessary; either ParentMail, telephone call, or SMS will notify parents. 

- External club arrangements are with the club and not the school. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/stHxPYDfPU

